


































Pikes Peak South Circuit Charge/Church Conference 
December 7, 2019 

Good Shepherd United Methodist Church, Colorado Springs, CO 
 
The Pikes Peak South Circuit Charge/Church Conference met at Good 
Shepherd United Methodist Church in Colorado Springs on Saturday, 
December 7.  The convocation gathered for fellowship and refreshments at 
9:30 a.m. and the meeting convened at 10 a.m. with District Superintendent 
Tezenlo Thong and Circuit Leader Michael Gore, presiding. Those in 
attendance represented the following churches in the circuit: 
 
Calhan UMC and Rush UMC  Rev. Melinda Baber, Pastor 
First UMC of Fountain   Rev. Sherry Ferriman, Pastor 
Good Shepherd UMC   Rev. Terilynn Russ, Pastor 
Mountain View UMC   Rev. Michael Gore, Pastor 
NeutralZone Ministry   Rev. Sherry Ferriman 
Peoples UMC    Rev. Clifford Seay, Pastor 
Simla UMC and Ellicott UMC  Rev. Hugh Harris, Pastor 
Stratmoor Hills UMC   Rev. Sandra Jimenez, Pastor 
 
Rev. Michael Gore welcomed everyone to the meeting and conducted the 
worship service with the other pastors taking various responsibilities. The 
service included Bishop Karen Oliveto’s welcome via video. 
 
Our district superintendent, Rev. Dr. Tezenlo Thong, directed us into small-
group conversations addressing two questions: (1) Based on this morning’s 
scriptures, how do we think Paul and Barnabas felt about separating? (2) 
How do we feel about the separation within the United Methodist Church 
and what is our grief and loss? 
 
Rev. Thong, assisted by the pastors present, conducted communion and 
then presided over the business portion of the meeting.  The pastor of each 
congregation responded to these points, which had been part of each 
church’s actions prior to this meeting:  

• Pastor’s compensation 

• Lay leadership/nominations 

• Membership roll updates 

• Candidates for ministry, new and continuing 

• Recognition of local and certified lay servants 
 



Members of each congregation affirmed their approval as applicable. 
 
Rev. Thong informed the body that Rush Community UMC had held a 
separate charge conference recently in which they decided to close by 
June of 2020.  There will be a service of closure, probably in May, after the 
on-site visit by the District Board of Church Building and Location 
Committee.  Rev. Baber commended the members of the Rush 
Community Church for their history of service to God and their 
neighborhoods and assured everyone that the Rush members plan to seek 
affiliation with nearby congregations.  She also announced that beginning 
in June, her appointment to Calhan would become full-time. Rev. Thong 
offered a prayer of blessing for the Rush Community Church. 
 
We entered informally into a time of sharing celebrations and 
announcements: 

• Charles Swinton, laity from Peoples UMC, invited everyone to attend 
the Good Renters’ Rally scheduled for December 28 at Peoples.  
Information about rental regulations and practices will be presented.  

• Good Shepherd UMC is hosting a focus group discussion at Good 
Shepherd on January 16 at 6:30 p.m. General Conference 2020 
delegates will conduct the session. Meeting is open to all.  

•  Elaine Johnsen, laity from Good Shepherd, mentioned two items for 
celebration—the completion of financial audits for the past five years 
and the ten people who traveled to UMCOR West for a week of 
service in August.  

• Rev. Sherry Ferriman, clergy from First UMC of Fountain, announced 
that Fountain had engaged in intentional outreach by meeting in a 
local park for worship.  She announced two upcoming events for 
NeutralZone and the fact that she and her husband have just opened 
the Level Up Coffee Shop (4730 Barnes Road) where NeutralZone 
will be given a dedicated and safe place to meet.  

• In closing, one person spoke for all when he said he had gained a 
new understanding about the issues facing our denomination after 
sharing with others during the small group discussion.  

 
The Pikes Peak South Circuit Charge/Church Conference adjourned at 
11:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Mary Ann Tabor, recorder ad hoc 


