
Broken People Serve The Lord! 

Hosea 1:2-10 

Next month I am privileged to preside over a wedding at the Air Force Academy Chapel.  

Presiding over a wedding at the Air Force Academy reminds me of my days as the Senior 

Chaplain at the Naval Academy where, on average, we performed nearly 200 weddings 

per year!   

Well everybody loves a wedding – even God.  In fact, the Bible frequently describes God’s 

relationship with his people using the analogies of a wedding or a marriage.  For example, 

in Ezekiel 16:8, God describes how he took Israel as his own bride: “I passed by you,” 

God says, “and looked on you; you were at the age for love.  I spread the edge of my 

cloak over you, and covered your nakedness: I pledged myself to you and entered into a 

covenant with you, says the Lord, and you became mine.” And in the New Testament, the 

final union of Christ with his people is described using the image of a wedding celebration.  

Revelation 19:7-9 says, “Let us rejoice and exult and give (God) the glory, for the marriage 

of the Lamb (Jesus Christ) has come, and his bride has made herself ready; to her it has 

been granted to clothed with fine linen, bright and pure…” 

Yes, everyone loves a wedding; the relationship is so full of promise and the couple so 

full of hope on their wedding day.  But despite the joy of the wedding day, not every 

marriage turns out as planned. Sadly, many a marriage fails to live up to the hope and 

the promise.  As you well know, marriages sometimes fail. And in some sad instances, a 

marriage partner proves unfaithful.  That was the case with God’s marriage to Israel; the 

Israelites proved unfaithful to God and committed spiritual adultery with a variety of 

foreign gods.  So, God sent the prophets to call his people to repentance, to call them to 

turn from their idols and return to him, but by and large, the people ignored them. 

One of those prophets was the prophet Hosea.  And God gave Hosea a challenging 

assignment.  “The Lord said to Hosea, ‘Go, take for yourself a wife of whoredom and have 

children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.” (Hos. 

1:2) You see, where words alone had failed to change the unfaithful hearts of the 

Israelites, perhaps an object lesson would help them see how their spiritual adultery was 

grieving God, and in seeing that, perhaps it might move them to repentance.  So God told 

Hosea to marry an unfaithful woman and to love her as God was loving unfaithful Israel 

in the hope the Israelites would see it and repent. And so Hosea obeyed and married 

Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and they had three children, though the last two probably 

weren’t Hosea’s children as there is no mention of his paternity in the text.   

So that’s the background to our reading.  Now in Hosea chapter 2 we see Hosea’s sad 

complaint against adulterous Gomer – a complaint so intertwined with God’s complaint 

against adulterous Israel that it is, at times, difficult to distinguish one from the other.  So, 

Hosea writes: “Plead with your mother, plead – for she is not my wife, and I am not her 

husband – (plead) that she put away her whoring from her face, and her adultery from 

between her breasts…(she) has played the whore…For she said, ‘I will go after my 



lovers’…She shall pursue her lovers, but not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but 

not find them…” (Hos. 2:2,5,7) 

Well evidently, Gomer’s adultery led finally to her captivity.  She slipped away from Hosea 

into the arms of her lovers and fell finally into slavery because of her prostitutions – a fate 

that would befall Israel, too, if the Israelites did not repent and return to God.  And yet, 

God would not give up on his people nor would he let Hosea give up on his wife.  So, in 

Hosea chapter 3, God commanded Hosea to buy his wayward wife’s freedom, freeing her 

from her sin induced slavery.  “The Lord said to me again, ‘Go, love a woman who has a 

lover and is an adulteress, just as the Lord loves the people of Israel, though they turn to 

other gods...’ So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer of barley and a 

measure of wine. And I said to her, ‘You must remain as mine for many days; you shall 

not play the whore....” (Hos. 3:1-3) 

And so, the message of Hosea is chiefly about God’s love for his wayward people as 

demonstrated through the example of Hosea’s love for his wayward wife.  But this sermon 

really isn’t about the message of Hosea, as beautiful as that message is.  Rather, this 

sermon is about the messenger – Hosea himself – and what we can learn from his life 

and example.   

You see, this is the last in a series of sermons entitled “Ordinary People.”  In this series 

we have explored the lives of ordinary people from the bible - people who did 

extraordinary things with the help and blessing of God.  We looked at an unnamed maiden 

and several other unnamed servants who brought healing to a leper, and we learned that 

ordinary people help the needy.  Next we explored the life of a character named Epaphras 

who established the church at Colossae, and we learned that ordinary people build the 

church.  Last week we examined the life of Amos, a shepherd and orchardman, who 

called Israel and the surrounding nations to repentance and reform, and we learned that 

ordinary people work to reform the nations.  And today, we witness the broken life of the 

prophet Hosea who suffered with an unfaithful wife, and we learn that God uses broken 

people – people like you and me – to do his bidding in the world – for that’s precisely what 

Hosea was – a very broken man with a very unfaithful wife, who, nonetheless, did God’s 

work despite all that. 

Yes, God uses broken people to do his bidding in the world because that’s the only kind 

of people there are.  All of us are broken in one way or another.  And our brokenness 

comes in many different forms.  Some of us have experienced the pain of a broken 

relationship like that experienced by Hosea.  Some of us have experienced the suffering 

caused by broken health.  Some of us struggle with the brokenness of mental or emotional 

illness – depression, anxiety, or some other similar condition.  Some of us live with broken 

spouses or broken children and their brokenness breaks us, too, as we share their 

brokenness with them.  Some of us have brought brokenness into our own lives by our 

own sinful choices and we’re living with the consequences of those choices today.  But 

all of us are broken in one way or another.  And we may wonder if God can use us in his 

service or if we need to step aside. 



Well the answer is found in the Bible itself, for the Bible is full of broken people doing 

God’s bidding in the world.  Take, for example, Abraham, the father of the faithful, one of 

the greatest saints of the Old Testament period.  But Abraham, overcome by fear, lied 

about his relationship with his wife and offered her up to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to be 

part of Pharaoh’s harem.  For the Bible says, “Abram went down to Egypt to reside there 

as an alien… When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, ‘I know well 

that you are a woman beautiful in appearance; and when the Egyptians see you, they will 

say, ‘This is his wife’; then they will kill me, but they will let you live. Say you are my sister, 

so that it may go well with me because of you…”  (Gn. 12:10-13) And that’s just what 

Abraham did!  He offered his wife to Pharaoh and was rewarded with sheep, oxen, 

donkeys, camels, and slaves on account of his wife Sarai!  Wives…how many of you 

would like to be married to a man like Abraham?   

You see, Abraham was a broken man.  He was far from perfect.  But God worked through 

his broken life to do great things.  Through Abraham and Sarah, God established a people 

through whom our Messiah would come, and Abraham is held up for us in both the Old 

and the New Testaments as a very great man of faith whose example, in many though, 

not all respects, we should follow. 

And then there’s Moses.  Moses killed a man – whether justly or unjustly is hard to tell – 

but God called him, nonetheless, to the great task of leading God’s people from their 

bondage in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.  But when God called him to this 

task, Moses tried to evade it, saying, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in 

the past nor even now that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and 

slow of tongue…O my Lord, please send someone else.” (Ex. 4:10, 13) Yes, Moses was 

a broken man with a shady history and a speech impediment but God called him, 

nonetheless, to one of the greatest tasks in human history, and all the world still 

remembers a man named Moses! 

And then there’s King David.  David is clearly one of the greatest figures in the Old 

Testament.  He was the greatest of Israel’s kings and the author of most of our Psalms 

but he, too, was a broken and imperfect man.  As you may remember, he committed 

adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of one of his bravest of soldiers, while that soldier was 

away on the battlefield fighting David’s wars.  And David had such a broken relationship 

with one of his sons – a son named Absalom – that Absalom rose up against David and 

led a rebellion against him – a rebellion that ended in Absalom’s death.  And yet, despite 

his brokenness, God used David in a mighty way and through David left us the book of 

Psalms – 150 beautiful songs of faith – so that today, some 3,000 years later, nearly every 

service in nearly every church in nearly every land includes a reading from David’s Psalms 

– Psalms which bring blessing to us still! 

And then there’s the apostle Peter, leader of the apostolic band who first followed Jesus.  

Despite following Jesus for 3 solid years and pledging his undying loyalty to Jesus, Peter 

denied Jesus three times on the night of Jesus’ trial, and then hid himself as Jesus was 

being crucified.  Nevertheless, despite those failures, after Jesus’ resurrection Peter 



became the leader of the early church, and our Catholic friends contend he was the very 

first pope! 

Well you get the point.  God uses broken people to do his bidding because that’s the only 

kind of people there are.  All of us suffer from some sort of brokenness whether physical, 

relational, emotional, or spiritual.  Nevertheless, despite our brokenness, and sometimes 

even through our brokenness, God brings his blessing to our world. 

This week I came across a short video that I’d like to play for you.  It tells the story of 

Jimbo Jackson, a lector at Plymouth United Methodist Church.  His story, better than my 

sermon, illustrates how God uses broken people to do his bidding in the world. Hear now 

the story of Jimbo Jackson.   

[Show the video of Jimbo Jackson, a non-verbal man suffering from severe cerebral 

palsy, serving as lector in his church with the help of modern adaptive technology:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qF82-9-Sspo or 

https://everydaygrace.tv/2019/02/finding-a-voice-in-the-church/?id=li20190724]  

What a powerful story!  God is using Jimbo, despite his brokenness, and even through 

his brokenness, to bring God’s blessing to the world! 

My friends, broken people serve the Lord because that’s the only kind of people there 

are.  In what ways are you broken?  Physically?  Emotionally?  Relationally?  Spiritually?  

Do you feel your brokenness somehow disqualifies you from serving God?  Not at all. In 

fact, your brokenness may be equipping you for some special sort of service.  The 

persons who has gone through divorce may be better equipped to help another go 

through divorce than am I.  The person suffering with sickness may be better equipped 

to help another with a similar sickness than am I.  The person lost in some dark night of 

the soul but clinging still to God despite God’s apparent absence may be better equipped 

to walk with another person lost in a similar darkness than am I.  The person who has 

sinned greatly and has experienced God greater mercy, may be better equipped to help 

another person guilty of a similar sin than am I.  My friend, how are you broken and how 

might you use that brokenness in the service of God?  Now there’s something to think 

about, don’t you think?        

Yes, broken people serve the Lord because that’s the only kind of people there are.  And 

truth be told, we follow a broken Savior whose body was broken for our salvation on the 

Cross at Calvary. For as the scripture says, “He was wounded for our transgressions, He 

was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, And by His 

stripes we are healed.” (Is. 53:5 NKJV) Thank God for a broken Savior!  And thank God 

for his broken people!  For a broken Savior saves the world, and he often does that 

through the efforts of his broken people.  Amen! 
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