
Songs of Joy! 

Rejoice In A Shower of Blessing! 

Psalm 65:1-13 

His name was Daniel Whittle.  He worked for the Eglin Watch Company in Chicago, Illinois 

in the late 1800’s.  Somewhere along the line he met and was befriended by that great 

19th century evangelist named Dwight L. Moody.  It was Moody who persuaded him to 

give his life over to the work of evangelism.  And so, Daniel W. Whittle became one of the 

most prominent traveling evangelists of the late 19th century.  Not only was Daniel a 

preacher, however, he was also the author of many hymns – one of which appears in our 

hymnal today.  Perhaps you’ve sung it: 

 I know not why God’s wondrous grace  

To me he hath made known 

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 

Redeemed me as his own. 

But I know whom I have believed, 

And am persuaded that he is able 

To keep that which I’ve committed  

Unto him against that day. 

As familiar as that hymn may be, there is a more familiar Whittle song that is sadly omitted 

from our hymnal.  We used to sing it frequently in that little white clapboard chapel where 

I first met my Savior, Jesus.  Have you sung it? 

There shall be showers of blessing:  

This is the promise of love;  

There shall be seasons refreshing,  

Sent from the Savior above.  

Showers of blessing, 
Showers of blessing we need;  
Mercy drops 'round us are falling,  
But for the showers we plead. 

I couldn’t help but think of that song when I read the words of today’s Psalm.  In Psalm 

65:9-10, the Psalmist prays to God saying:   “You visit the earth (O Lord) and water it, you 

greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you provide the people with grain, for so 

you have prepared it. You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with 

showers, and blessing its growth.”  

Yes, for God’s people, there have always been, are now, and shall always be showers of 

blessing!  In fact, this psalm is one long song celebrating the many and various blessings 

that God has showered upon us – and is showering on us even now.   



The first five verses of this psalm focus mostly on that shower of spiritual blessings given 

to us by the hand of God.  According to verse 2, God answers our prayers.  According to 

verse 3, God forgives our transgressions.  According to verse 4, God brings us near and 

satisfies us with the goodness of his house.  According to verse 5, God delivers us, gives 

us the gift of salvation, and fills our hearts with hope.  I particularly like the words of the 

5th verse.  When I was stationed far from home in Afghanistan, I memorized this verse 

and often recited its words to myself: “By awesome deeds you answer us with 

deliverance, O God of our salvation; you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of 

the farthest seas.”  Yes, the first five verses of this psalm focus mostly on that shower of 

spiritual blessings given to us by the hand of God. 

The last eight verses of this psalm focus mostly on a shower of material blessings given 

to us by our gracious God.  According to verse 6, God establishes the mountains that 

surround us with their awesome strength and beauty.  According to verse 7, God silences 

the roaring of the seas and the tumult of the peoples.  According to verse 8, God makes 

the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy; and who here hasn’t heard 

the “shouting” of some glorious sunrise or sunset?  According to verses 9-13, God visits 

the earth and waters it; he enriches its soil; he provides us with grain; he blesses the 

crops as they grow; he crowns the year with his bounty; his harvest carts overflow with 

abundance; the wilderness itself overflows with richness; the meadows are clothed with 

flocks and the valleys are decked out with grain!  Yes… 

There shall be showers of blessing:  

This is the promise of love;  

There shall be seasons refreshing,  

Sent from the Savior above.  

Showers of blessing, 
Showers of blessing we need;  
Mercy drops 'round us are falling,  
But for the showers we plead. 

This psalm gives us a picture of all the many “mercy drops” that have fallen so richly 

around us!  And how should we respond to this shower of blessing? The Psalmist says, 

“Praise is due to you, O God, (because of these showers of blessing); and to you shall 

vows be performed.” (vs. 1) Worship and giving – praise and vows - that’s how we should 

respond to this shower of blessing.   

But worship and giving are just the outward expression of an inner sentiment that arises 

in response to the blessings of God.  And that inner sentiment is joy!  As we stand in a 

shower of blessing, our hearts are filled with happiness and that happiness gives birth to 

praise and generosity.  So it’s no accident that four times in this short psalm, the Psalmist 

mentions joy and happiness.  In verse 4 he says, “Happy are those whom you choose to 

bring near.”  In verse 8, the Psalmist says to God, “You make the gateways of the morning 



and the evening shout for joy.”  And then, in verses 12-13, the Psalmist says, “the hills 

gird themselves with joy.”  And not only the hills, but the meadows and valleys shout and 

sing for joy as well.  You see, showers of blessing bring shouts of joy!   

Does this mean we’ll always experience joy or that we’ll always be standing in a shower 

of blessing?  No, of course not.  Life can be hard at times and sometimes there are 

seasons of dryness and drought.  But we can still experience joy, even in difficult times, 

by remembering prior showers of blessing or by looking for the showers that are still falling 

all around us, even when life is hard. 

Well today we begin a series of sermons entitled Songs of Joy! For the next four Sundays, 

joy will be the theme of our worship. And who here couldn’t use a little more joy?  I know 

I could!  I suspect you could as well.  Fortunately, God wants us to experience joy!  The 

word “joy” appears 267 times in the New Revised Standard translation of the bible, and 

the word “rejoice” appears another 227 times!  

C.S. Lewis, that famous 20th century Christian author and apologist, went so far as to 

suggest that “Joy is the serious business of heaven.”  Well if joy is the serious business 

of heaven then it ought to be our business on earth as well!  So this series will draw from 

various psalms and other biblical songs to highlight the joy that God gives to all who 

believe, and the ways we can experience that joy more fully in our lives right now.  And 

one way we can experience that joy more fully is to remember that we have stood, and 

are probably standing now, in a shower of blessings!   

Do you remember Daniel Whittle – author of the hymn Showers of Blessing?  Well, to 

many people he was not known as Daniel Whittle but was rather referred to by the title 

“Major” Whittle. You see, in the summer of 1862, a year into the American Civil War, 

Whittle helped recruit a company of soldiers for the 72nd Illinois Infantry Regiment and 

was elected by the men of that company to serve as one of their officers.  As a 

consequence of that election, Whittle was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Union 

army.  During the war, Whittle rose to the rank of Captain and, shortly after the war, he 

was awarded the brevet rank of Major – a rank that appears on his tombstone in 

Northfield, Massachusetts.  So as a consequence of his service in the war and his brevet 

rank of Major, many people referred to him, not as Daniel, but as Major Whittle.    

During the Civil War, Whittle saw considerable action on various fronts and was even 

wounded at the battle of Vicksburg.  Some sources say he lost his arm in that battle.  His 

service record simply says he was severely wounded there.  Whatever the case may be, 

he doubtless bore the physical scars of that wound for the rest of his life.  And perhaps, 

like many a soldier who has seen severe combat, he may have borne psychological 

wounds as well.  Be that as it may, Major Whittle was able to look beyond his scars and 

beyond his wounds to see a shower of blessing with mercy drops round him still falling, 

and thus he became an evangelist – a messenger of God’s joyful good news!i          



Yes, life can be hard at times and sometimes there are seasons of dryness and drought.  

But we can still experience joy, even in those times, by remembering prior showers of 

blessing or by looking for the showers that are still falling all around us even when life is 

hard. And if that doesn’t work, well, we can pray for more showers, still!  For… 

There shall be showers of blessing:  

This is the promise of love;  

There shall be seasons refreshing,  

Sent from the Savior above.  

Showers of blessing, 
Showers of blessing we need;  
Mercy drops 'round us are falling,  
But for the showers we plead.  Amen!  

i Information regarding Daniel W. Whittle is taken from Daniel W. Whittle: Man & Myth written by David 
Russell Hamrick and posted on January 30, 2013 at: http://drhamrick.blogspot.com/2013/01/daniel-w-
whittle-man-myth.html. Current as of October 24, 2019. 

 


