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The Pikes Peak South Circuit Charge Conference met at Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church in Colorado Springs on Saturday, December 8.  The convocation 
gathered for fellowship and refreshments at 2 p.m., and the meeting convened at 2:30 
p.m. with District Superintendent Tezenlo Thong and Circuit Leader Michael Gore, 
presiding. Those in attendance represented the following churches in the circuit: 
 
Calhan UMC and Rush UMC  Rev. Melinda Baber, Pastor 
First UMC of Fountain   Rev. Mike Paschall, Pastor 
Good Shepherd UMC   Rev. Terilynn Russ, Pastor 
Mountain View UMC   Rev. Michael Gore, Pastor 
People’s UMC    Rev. Clifford Seay, Pastpr 
Simla UMC and Ellicott UMC  Rev. Sherry Ferriman, Pastor 
Stratmoor Hills UMC   Rev. David McGee, Pastor 
 
Rev. Michael Gore welcomed everyone to the meeting and conducted the worship 
service, with the other pastors taking various responsibilities. The service included 
Bishop Karen Oliveto’s welcome, via video, as well as a video about the uniting 
conference in June of 2018 in Utah.  Our Bishop spoke of “unity without uniformity.” A 
third video of the bishop’s overview of the Commission on a Way Forward’s options 
was featured later in the service. 
 
Our district superintendent, Rev. Tezenlo Thong, acquainted us with our new district 
name—Peaks Pikes Peak District—and opened our eyes to the size of the Peaks 
Pikes Peak District by citing the northernmost congregation (Pierce, north of Fort 
Collins), the westernmost church (Estes Park), the easternmost (Simla-Rush), and the 
southernmost (First of Fountain).  The district is comprised of 59 churches, 72 clergy, 
including new ministries: Prairie Campus, near Falcon, outreach from First UMC-CS; 
The Edge, near Monument, outreach from First UMC-CS; Neutral Zone, Colorado 
Springs area, outreach from Simla-Ellicott congregations; The Land, near Aurora, 
outreach from Hope UMC; Tapestry, near Lone Tree, outreach of Parker UMC.  
 
Rev. Thong summarized pertinent facts surrounding the United Methodist Church’s 
stance on homosexuality, dating from the 1972 Discipline.  At the General Conference 
in Portland, Oregon, in 2016, the Commission on a Way Forward was created to 
suggest ways to reconsider this issue. That commission has presented the finding of 
their yearlong examination by offering three plans to be considered at a special 
General Conference February 23-26, 2019:  (1) the one church plan, (2) the 
connectional plan, (3) the traditional plan.  He noted that the commission favored the 
one church plan.  Rev. Melinda Baber, Rev. Mike Paschall, and Rev. Sherry Ferriman 
presented brief overviews of the three plans. In concluding this portion of the meeting, 



Rev. Thong pointed out that whatever happens at the special General Conference in 
February, it will take one to five years to implement changes.  We will still be God’s 
church doing God’s work.  God is bigger than denominations and Christianity.  We will 
continue to pray for God’s will and work to be done in the world, to love one another, to 
serve God, and to discern God’s will for the Kingdom of God.  
 
Under Rev. Thong’s direction, we broke into three groups for a 15-minute discussion 
about our emotional reaction to this issue and the anxieties and/or possibilities we 
foresee.  
 
Our District Superintendent shared a brief homily, “United by Love and Faith.”  He 
spoke of being models of unity in our diversity and how we can be united through our 
love for God.  
 
Today’s offering will be divided equally between the Neutral Zone and the UMC’s 
Culture of Call Grants.  
 
Under the business section, representing their local congregations, each pastor from 
the Pikes Peak South Circuit responded to these points:  

• Pastor’s compensation 
• Lay leadership/nominations 
• Membership roll updates 
• Candidates for ministry, new and continuing 
• Recognition of local and certified lay servants 

Members of each congregation affirmed their approval as applicable. 
 
In addition, Rev. Gore lifted up two specific points from the Mountain View 
congregation which were recognized by the district superintendent and affirmed by the 
congregation: (1) the formation of a planned giving committee and (2) the release of 
restrictions on a play park fund which will be designated for use by the congregation’s 
safety and security committee. 
 
The Pikes Peak South Circuit Charge Conference adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Mary Ann Tabor, recorder ad hoc 


























































