
Much Ado About Something! 

Much Ado About The Lord Of All! 

Act 10:34-44 

This coming Wednesday will mark the 91st anniversary of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birth.  

A few days ago, as is my usual custom somewhere around King’s birthday, I took a book 

of his from my library shelf and began to peruse its pages.  This year my eyes fell upon 

these convicting words from his sermon on being a good neighbor.  King wrote: “One of 

the great tragedies of man’s long trek along the highway of history has been the limiting 

of neighborly concern to tribe, race, class, or nation…The universalism at the centre of 

the Declaration of Independence has been shamefully negated by America’s appalling 

tendency to substitute ‘some’ for ‘all.’  Numerous people in the North and South still 

believe that the affirmation ‘All men are created equal,’ means ‘All white men are created 

equal.’…A few years ago, when an automobile carrying several members of a Negro 

college basketball team had an accident on a Southern highway, three of the young men 

were severely injured.  An ambulance was immediately called, but on arriving at the place 

of the accident, the driver, who was white, said without apology that it was not his policy 

to service Negroes, and he drove away…When the boys finally arrived at a ‘coloured’ 

hospital in a town some fifty miles from the scene of the accident, one was dead and the 

other two died thirty and fifty minutes later respectively.  Probably all three could have 

been saved if they had been given immediate treatment.  This is only one of thousands 

of inhuman incidents that occur daily…an unbelievable expression of the barbaric 

consequences of any tribal-centered, national-centered, or racial-centered ethic.”1 

Well I would hope to think that things are much better today than they were in King’s day, 

but I must admit that things are not nearly where they ought to be with respect to racial 

and other forms of equality.  So these words by King remain timely in a time when the 

growth of our world’s population, combined with advances in travel and mass media 

communication, have together brought us closer to one another in physical proximity, but 

have seemingly pushed us further from one another in emotional sympathy, producing an 

alarming rise in racism, sexism, classism, tribalism, and nationalism, even in our own day. 

If ever there was a religion opposed to such “isms” then it should be the Christian religion.  

After all, we profess to follow Jesus Christ who, according to today’s reading, is the Lord 

of all and not just the Lord of some!  For in today’s text we read of an encounter between 

the apostle Peter, who was a Jewish-Christian, and a Roman soldier named Cornelius. 

And through this encounter we learn that Jesus is Lord of all people and not just some 

people. 

You see, Cornelius lived in Caesarea – the most Roman of all cities in ancient Palestine 

– dedicated as it was to Caesar Augustus, the Emperor of Rome.  Nevertheless, despite 

his Roman patrimony, Cornelius was a devout man who feared the Jewish God, gave 

generously, and prayed constantly.  And because of this, God visited him in a remarkable 

 
1 Strength to Love by Martin Luther King, Jr. Eighth printing by Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1987, pp.27-
29. 



way. “One afternoon at about three o’clock (Cornelius) had a vision in which he clearly 

saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, ‘Cornelius…send men to Joppa for a 

certain Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by 

the seaside.’” (Acts 10:3-6) And so, Cornelius, in obedience to this vision, sent some men 

in search of Peter.  

At about noon the next day, as those men were approaching Joppa, Peter had a vision 

of his own.  The bible says, “Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and 

wanted something to eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw 

the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the 

ground by its four corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and 

birds of the air. Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But Peter said, 

‘By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’ (You see, 

he hadn’t eaten anything profane or unclean because Jewish dietary laws forbade him 

from doing so.)  (Then) The voice said to him again, a second time, ‘What God has made 

clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly 

taken up to heaven.” (Acts 10:9-16) 

Just then, the men from Cornelius arrived and invited Peter to journey with them to the 

city of Caesarea.  Peter agreed to go, and the next day he and several other Christians 

journeyed to Caesarea to see Cornelius.  Upon entering Cornelius’ home, Peter 

confessed his racial bias.  He said to Cornelius and all those gathered with him, “You 

yourselves know that it is unlawful (under Jewish religious law) for a Jew to associate with 

or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or 

unclean.” (Acts 10:28) You see, through that vision where God commanded him to eat all 

foods, God taught Peter that he should not only accept all foods but all people, as well!   

And so, Peter said: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 

(every nation!) anyone (anyone!) who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 

Christ – he is Lord of all (not just the Lord of some! No, he is Lord of all.)” (Acts 10:34-36) 

You see, if ever there was a religion opposed to “isms” such as racism, sexism, classism, 

tribalism, and nationalism, then that religion should be the Christian religion.  After all, we 

profess faith in a God who so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, and we 

follow a Savior who is the Lord of all and not just the Lord of some!  In the words of the 

apostle Paul, the Church is a place where, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus.” (Ga. 3:27-28) Or as Paul puts it in another place, the Church is a place where 

“…there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!” (Col. 3:11) Yes, Christ is the Lord of 

all and not just the Lord of some, so all are welcome in his house! 

This reminds me of something that happened at the last wedding I officiated.  The couple 

wanted to serve communion in their ceremony but they realized that they would have a 

very diverse congregation containing people of Christian faith, people of other faiths, and 



people of no particular religious faith at all, so they asked me to devise a plan to welcome 

all without excluding any.  So, this is what I did.  Just before the couple served 

communion, I spoke to the congregation and said: “This couple loves you and they are 

grateful for your presence on this joyous occasion.  They invite you to come and take 

communion from them if it is according to your faith and custom.  If you wish to commune, 

please come forward holding your hands out to receive the bread, then dip the bread into 

the cup to commune.  If this is not your faith or custom, you are still invited to come and 

say a word of blessing to this couple.  As you approach, simply cross your arms in front 

of yourself so they know you are not receiving communion and then give them whatever 

word of blessing or of love you wish to give, for all are welcome here.”  

I must confess that it was one of the most beautiful communion services over which I 

have ever presided.  Everyone came.  Most with their hands outstretched to receive 

communion – some with their arms crossed to indicate that they were not yet ready to 

receive the Christian sacrament – but all with hugs, and kisses, and words of love and 

affection for the couple.  And I couldn’t help but think that this was what Christ came for 

– not to exclude anyone but to invite everyone into a deeper communion with one another 

and ultimately with him because he is the Lord of all and not just the Lord of some! 

Yes, Jesus is the Lord of all; but he’s not only the Lord of all, he’s also the Lord of altruism!  

What is altruism?  Well the dictionary defines altruism as “regard for, and devotion to, the 

interest of others.”  You see, the proclamation of Jesus’ lordship is only good news if 

Jesus is a good Lord.  And fortunately for us, he is! He is the Lord of altruism.  

You see, history is replete with examples, past and present, of lords and lieges who have 

used their power to enlarge themselves at the expense of others.  But Jesus came with 

our interests in mind. He certainly had our physical interests in minds.  So, Peter said 

Jesus “…went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him.” (Acts 10:38) Yes, he had our physical interests in mind!  But he also 

had our spiritual interests in mind.  For Peter also said, “All the prophets testify about him 

that everyone (everyone!) who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.” (Acts 10:43) Yes, Jesus is the Lord of all and the Lord of altruism.   

My friends, this is the second in our Epiphany series of sermons entitled “Much Ado About 

Something.”  In this series we are exploring the reasons why we make so much ado about 

the birth of Jesus Christ.  Last week we saw that we make much ado about Jesus’ birth 

because he was born as God among us – God in human flesh and form.  This week we 

see that we make much ado about Jesus’ birth because he was born to be our Lord – the 

Lord of all and the Lord of altruism!   

But I wonder, have you accepted his Lordship?  Have you welcomed him to rule in your 

life?  Are you living by his rule even now – welcoming all people as he welcomes them 

and doing good to all people as he always does good for them?  And finally, are you 

looking forward to his rule forever? If the answers to any of these questions is “No” then 

you have some spiritual work to do in order to bring your life into alignment with his 

Lordship.  Will you do it?  You think about that. Amen!     


