
But Is There Any Favor Left For Me? 

Luke 6:17-26 

For the past few weeks we’ve been exploring the theme of God’s favor.  A few weeks 

ago, we listened as Jesus preached about God’s favor in his hometown synagogue, 

quoting the words of the prophet Isaiah, and saying, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim 

release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Lk. 4:18-19) From there we watched as Jesus 

went forth to shower everyone, everywhere, with the wonderful favor of God.  Then last 

week we heard him calling us to join him in this same enterprise – the enterprise of sharing 

God’s favor with everyone, everywhere, even today.  “Come, follow me,” and I will make 

you fishers of people,” he said. (See Mt. 4:19 & Lk. 5:10) 

Well, in this week’s gospel reading we see similar themes still being sounded.  Our text 

begins with Jesus standing on a level place, surrounded by a great crowd, sharing God’s 

favor by healing the sick and helping the hurting.  And none of the crowd was turned 

away, no matter who they happened to be. You see, that crowd contained disciples, as 

well as a vast multitude of other peoples.  It contained Jews from Jerusalem and Judea 

as well as Gentiles from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.  It also undoubtedly contained 

peopled from every other imaginable social location – women and men, young and old, 

rich and poor, slave and free; yes, people of every conceivable kind. And none were 

turned away.  So once again we see Jesus showering God’s favor on everyone, 

everywhere, without limitation.  

Then Jesus began to preach to his disciples as the crowd listened on.  “Blessed are you 

who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry now, for 

you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  Blessed are you 

when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 

account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is 

great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.” (Lk. 6:20-23) With 

those words, Jesus assured the poor, the hungry, the sad, and the despised, that God’s 

favor was with them.   

Now Jesus didn’t mean to imply that God favors poverty, hunger, sadness, or persecution. 

In fact, Jesus fought tooth and nail against those very things.  He cared for the poor and 

fed the hungry.  He consoled the sorrowful and often addressed the very causes of their 

sorrow by healing their sicknesses, sharing their tears, and raising their dead.  

Furthermore, he defended those who were persecuted or despised by coming to their aid 

or speaking up on their behalf.1  No, Jesus didn’t mean to imply that God favors poverty, 

hunger, sadness, or persecution.  But Jesus wanted us to know that God’s favor does 

indeed rest on those who are poor, hungry, sad, or abused.  His great God-heart goes 

                                            
1 Feeding the hungry – See Luke 9:10-17.  Consoling the sorrowful by sharing their sorrow and 
addressing the causes of their sadness – See John 11:17-44 and Luke 6:17-19. Caring for and defending 
the persecuted – See John 9:1-41 and John 12:1-8.   



out to them and he dwells among them by his Son, through his Spirit, and in his church 

to do them good. 

Yes, God favors the poor, the hungry, the sad, and the abused.  And if Jesus had ended 

his sermon there, by simply pronouncing blessing on the poor, then we all would have felt 

very good about it.  After all, insofar as Jesus’ Spirit dwells in us, we too are in favor of 

the poor and the disadvantaged.  That’s why we give our time, talent, and treasure to 

support such ministries as the Community Cupboard, the Divide Food Pantry, the Marian 

House Soup Kitchen, the Senior Citizen’s Center, Help the Needy, Habitat for Humanity, 

Compassion International, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and victims of our 

local wildfires, to name just a few.  That’s why we collect coats, and socks, and make 

blessing bags to give to the poor and the homeless.  That’s why we typically send money 

to missionaries in Africa and Asia serving among the poorest of the poor in those distant 

regions.  And we do all of this because, like God, we favor the poor and the 

disadvantaged.   

Yes, if Jesus had just finished his sermon by pronouncing blessing upon the suffering 

masses, then we all would have felt very good about it.  “Amen!” we would have said.  But 

Jesus went on to add a few words of woe to these words of blessing.  And instead of 

saying, “Amen!” we find ourselves saying, “O My!”  because Jesus went on to say: “Woe 

to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, 

for you will be hungry. Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 

Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false 

prophets.” (Lk. 6:24-26) 

You see, with those words, Jesus pronounced “Woe!” on people who look a lot like me!  

He pronounced woe on the rich; and let there be no mistake about it, by the standards of 

so many in our world, I am a very rich man. Jesus also pronounced woe on those who 

have their fill of food.  Well, I have very rarely been truly hungry and have never ever been 

at risk of sickness or starvation due to the lack of proper nutrition.  Furthermore, Jesus 

pronounced woe upon those whose lives are so easy that they are laughing right now.  

And although I’ve had my occasional sorrows, my life has been largely free from 

debilitating sadness.  Finally, Jesus pronounced woe upon those who are acclaimed and 

praised.  That’s me.  Just this week I dressed in my military uniform to attend a committal 

service for Stella McVicker’s father, a veteran of the D-Day invasion, and my chest was 

bedecked with medals praising my years of military service.  In addition, unless you 

change your habits in light of this morning’s message, you’ll probably shake my hand on 

your way out and say, “Good sermon, preacher,” whether you mean it or not!  Oh my!  

These woes are pronounced on people who look a lot like me! 

But of course, fortunately for you, I’m the only one here who is rich by the world’s 

standards.  And I’m the only one here who has to watch his weight lest he gains a few 

too many pounds.  And I’m the only one here who has reason to laugh because life has 

been kind to me. And I’m the only one here who likes to bask in the praises of my peers.  

Oh my!  Maybe not! 



Humm…Reading words like these leads me to ask, “After blessing the poor, the hungry, 

the sad, and the abused, is there any favor left for me, or is there nothing left for me but 

words of woe?” 

The disciples asked a similar question after observing Jesus’ interaction with a rich young 

man.  The story is found in Matthew 19.  This is how Matthew tells the tale: “Someone 

came to (Jesus) and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?’ And 

(Jesus) said to him… ‘If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.’ He said to 

him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; 

You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother; also, 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all 

these; what do I still lack?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 

possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 

come, follow me.’ When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he 

had many possessions. Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard 

for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 

God.’ When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, ‘Then who 

can be saved?’” (Mt. 19:16-25) 

Who can be saved?  Is there no favor for the rich unless they give all of their riches away?  

No, that’s not quite right, either, is it? “Then who can be saved?” Jesus disciples asked.  

And “Jesus looked at (his disciples) and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but for God all 

things are possible.’” (Mt. 19:26) Yes, with God, there is favor for all – for the rich and the 

poor alike.  But this favor effects each in different ways.  And for the rich, God’s favor 

frees us from an excessive preoccupation with riches and from an exclusive 

preoccupation with self.  God’s favor enlarges our love of neighbor, increases our 

affection for the poor, and moves us to give increasing measures of our time, talent, and 

treasure to share God’s favor with others, also – especially those on the margins of 

society.  

Truth is, I may be richer than I ought to be, richer than I need to be, but I’m more generous 

than I used to be.  And that’s because God has poured his favor down on me.  If left alone, 

I’d probably keep everything I make, spend it all on myself, and give very little time, talent, 

or treasure to addressing the needs of my poorest neighbors.  But thank God, I haven’t 

been left to myself.  God has poured his favor down on me and carved a channel of 

concern in my heart that effects how I vote, how I give, and how I serve.  All of this is a 

sign of God’s favor – a favor I need to cultivate lest the springs of this favor get chocked 

over time with the ever-present debris of selfishness and I cease to be generous as a 

consequence. 

“You will always have the poor among you,” Jesus said in another place. (Mt. 26:11 NLT) 

That may be true.  We can’t do everything, but we can and must do something. What 

about you, my friend?  Can you point to some sign that God is freeing you from an 

excessive preoccupation with riches and from an exclusive preoccupation with self?  Can 



you point to some tangible ways you are responding to God’s favor by sharing that favor 

with others in need?  And are you growing in those ways of giving and concern? If not, 

then maybe these words of woe are meant to shake you out of your current lethargy by 

reminding you that you are living a woeful life if you care only for yourself and not for your 

neighbor in need.  So, hear these words of Jesus once again, and let them do their work 

in you.  “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you 

who are full now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will 

mourn and weep. Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 

did to the false prophets.” (Lk. 6:24-26) Oh my!  Amen! 

    

   

       

 

           


