
All Are Welcome! Spread the News! 

Acts 11:1-12 

You and I and all of us are the product of a revolution!  On July 2, 1776, the Continental 

Congress declared our independence from Great Britain and two days later, on July 4th, 

that same Congress adopted and then published our Declaration of Independence 

absolving us from any and all allegiance to the British Crown.  Thus began the American 

Revolution, a war that ended in the creation of these United States as free and 

independent states with full authority to do all those things which independent states have 

the right to do.  Indeed, that revolution created a new nation and a new people, and it 

changed forever the course of history as we know it.  That’s the way it is with revolutions! 

Yes, you and I and all of us are the product of a revolution – the American Revolution.  

But we are also the product of a much older, and greater, and more impactful revolution 

– a spiritual revolution – which began in the sleepy seaside cities of Joppa and Caesarea 

some two thousand years ago – a revolution described in today’s text taken from the 

ancient book of Acts.   

That revolution began in the city of Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast of Judea when 

a Roman centurion named Cornelius received a vision from God.  Acts 10:1-6 describes 

the scene: “In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian 

Cohort, as it was called. He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he 

gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at about 

three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and 

saying to him, ‘Cornelius.’ He stared at him in terror and said, ‘What is it, Lord?’ He 

answered, ‘Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. Now 

send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a 

tanner, whose house is by the seaside.’”   

And that’s just what Cornelius did; he sent two servants and a soldier some 35-40 miles 

down the coast to the city of Joppa where Peter was staying with Simon the tanner.  And 

as those servants and that soldier approached that city, Peter had a vision of his own.  

The bible says, “About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching 

the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to 

eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened 

and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four 

corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air. Then 

he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord; 

for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’ The voice said to him again, 

a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened 

three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven.” (Acts 10:9-16) 

While Peter was thinking about this vision, the men from Cornelius arrived and the Spirit 

said to Peter, “Get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent them.” 



(Acts 10:20)  And that’s just what Peter did.  He welcomed them into Simon’s house and 

then went with them the following day to Cornelius’ home in Caesarea.  Upon arriving, he 

entered that home and said, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to 

associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone 

profane or unclean.  So when I was sent for, I came without objection.   Now may I ask 

why you sent for me?” (Acts 10:28-29) Hearing this, Cornelius explained his own vision 

from God, and how in that vision, God told him to send for Peter.  

After hearing Cornelius, Peter said, “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he 

is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 

as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” (Acts 10:34-43)  And while 

Peter was speaking about the life, death, burial, resurrection, and ongoing ministry of 

Jesus Christ, and the promise of forgiveness for all who believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon all who were listening to Peter’s preaching.  Seeing this sign of God’s 

acceptance, Peter ordered that they all be baptized and welcomed into the faith of Jesus 

Christ. 

Happy ending, right?  Wrong!  Word of this got back to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem 

and they were not at all happy about what they heard.  Acts 11:1-3 says, “The apostles 

and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word 

of God.  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 

saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?”   Or in the words of 

Ricky Ricardo to Lucy, they said, “Lucy, you have some ‘splainin’ to do!” 

So, why did they react so harshly?  Why weren’t they simply happy for the conversion of 

these Gentiles – these non-Jews?  Well they weren’t happy because Peter’s actions had 

violated the scriptures as they understood them.  You see, the Jews of that day didn’t 

associate with Gentiles.  Why?  Because the scriptures said or implied as much, that's 

why.  You see, when the Israelites were preparing to invade and occupy Canaan, Moses 

said this in Deuteronomy 7:1-6: “When the Lord your God brings you into the land that 

you are about to enter and occupy, and he clears away many nations before you – the  

Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 



Jebusites, seven nations mightier and more numerous than you – and when the Lord your 

God gives them over to you and you defeat them, then you must utterly destroy them. 

Make no covenant with them and show them no mercy. Do not intermarry with them, 

giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, for that would 

turn away your children from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the 

Lord would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. But this is how you 

must deal with them: break down their altars, smash their pillars, hew down their sacred 

poles, and burn their idols with fire. For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the 

Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his 

treasured possession.”   

Well by Jesus’ day it seems this attitude toward the Canaanites in particular had spread 

to encompass all Gentile nations in general.  As a consequence, devout Jews 

scrupulously avoided contact with Gentiles and refused to associate with them in any 

meaningful way.  By entering Cornelius’ household, Peter was violating the Jewish Law, 

or at least the common interpretation of it, and he even acknowledged as much in Acts 

10:28 when he said to Cornelius’ household, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for 

a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile…”   

So, Peter violated the scriptures as they were commonly understood at that time by going 

into Cornelius’ home.  Furthermore, he dismissed the Jewish Law by discounting the 

Law’s dietary restrictions – restrictions laid down in Leviticus 11 and elsewhere in the 

Hebrew scriptures.  Yes, he dismissed the Law by discounting the Law’s dietary 

restrictions, at least for Gentile converts, and he did this in obedience to some “Voice” 

that spoke to him in a trance of all things!   

No, he didn’t dismiss those restrictions lightly, but he did dismiss them finally, 

nonetheless.  Three times he argued with the “Voice” when the “Voice” told him to rise 

and eat anything presented. “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 

entered my mouth,” he said three times.  But in the end, he accepted what the “Voice” 

said.  He accepted the fact that what he had previously considered unclean and 

unacceptable was now clean and acceptable in the sight of God. (See Acts 10:15) And 

this new understanding applied both to food and to folk: food like the food he saw in his 

vision and folk like the family of Cornelius!  

Now here is what makes all of this a spiritual revolution of extreme importance.  Listen 

carefully.  In this incident, the Lord set aside 1,500 years of scripture, or at least a 

traditional interpretation of that scripture, to do a new thing…to welcome everyone…Jew 

and Gentile…into the family of God. Can you imagine how revolutionary that move was 

in the eyes of Peter and other Jews and Jewish Christians of his day?  No wonder Peter 

initially argued against it, and no wonder the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem took him to 

task when he accepted this movement and acted on it by welcoming Cornelius’ into the 

faith without any requirement that he or his family abide by Jewish Law.  



Of course you can argue that this had always been God’s intent and I would say you’re 

right.  From the beginning, God wanted to bless everyone and not just the Jews.  In fact, 

when God first called Abram, the father of the Jewish nation, he said to him, “Go from 

your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I 

will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 

curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gn. 12:1-3) Yes, God 

wanted to bless all the families of the earth.  But over the years, God’s intent had been 

so obscured by a narrow interpretation of scripture, an interpretation that excluded rather 

than included those families, that the entire Gentile world had been condemned and left 

on the outside.   

But on a rooftop in Joppa, the Lord spoke a new word to an old soul and told Peter, 

“Everyone is welcome! None are excluded!  All are included who have faith in Jesus 

Christ!”  Or as Peter put it when he was ‘splainin’ himself to the Christian leaders in 

Jerusalem:  “If…God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” (Acts 11:17) Who, indeed!   

Yes, it was a spiritual revolution!  Without this revolution, Christianity would have become 

just another Jewish sect alongside other Jewish sects such as the Pharisees, the 

Sadducees, the Herodians, the Zealots, the Essenes, and others; and Christians today 

would either be Jews having faith in Jesus as Messiah, or non-Jews with similar faith 

willing to submit themselves to Jewish religious rules, rituals, regulations, and dietary 

restrictions.  But something happened to free the faith of Jesus Christ from those rules 

and regulations, making Christianity a worldwide religion and not just another minor 

branch of ancient or modern Judaism.  That something was a spiritual revolution! 

Now here’s the point I want to leave you with today.  Please listen carefully.  This is the 

third in a series of sermons entitled “Christ is Risen! Spread the News!” And today’s 

lesson reminds us that all are welcome.  That means we should spread the news to 

everyone and welcome any and all who put their faith in Jesus Christ, no matter who they 

are.  None should be excluded on the basis of their identity or genealogy.  And if our 

interpretation of scripture tends to exclude rather than include people – people who claim 

faith in Jesus Christ – then we’d better take a long hard look at how we’re interpreting 

scripture because Jesus came for everyone, and everyone can follow him, no matter what 

their identity or their genealogy may be.  To quote Peter, “If God gives them the same 

Spirit he gave us when we believed then who are we to hinder God?”  Who indeed!  Not 

me!   

So my friend, remember this: Christ is risen! All are welcome!  Spread the news to 

everyone!  Make this church the most welcoming place on earth!   That’s as it should be.  

For you, a Gentile, have been made part of the family of God.  So then, welcome others 

as you have been welcomed.  Amen! 


