
Barrels of Wine and Glimpses of Glory! 

John 2:1-11 

If anyone ever fit the stereotypical description of a poor Baptist preacher then maybe 

that person was me way back in the early 1980’s.  I was a fulltime student and part-time 

pastor at the time, serving Pleasant Ridge General Baptist Church in Campbelltown, 

Indiana where I was paid $75 a week as pastor plus $25 a week as the church 

custodian.  At an hourly rate, I was making just over $2 an hour as a minister and 

somewhere around $15 an hour as a janitor, while living in a rat and roach infested 

parsonage just across the street from that little block church.  The parsonage was so full 

of cracks and holes that the furnace couldn’t keep up with the cold winter weather and I 

burned through a $1000 of my own savings in my first winter as their pastor just trying to 

stay warm in that tumbledown house! 

I met Pamela during that time and knew within a few short months that I wanted her to 

be my wife.  Scrapping together what little savings I had after paying the furnace bill, I 

purchased the best diamond ring I could find, and proposed to her sometime around 

Thanksgiving Day in 1984.  To my everlasting good fortune, she said yes!  And so, we 

began to plan a springtime wedding. 

Now Pamela had a job at the college I attended, but she certainly wasn’t flush with 

cash, nor were her parents.  She was, literally, a coal miner’s daughter; her parents had 

a stable income but they didn’t have a great deal of excess, so they couldn’t afford the 

kind of grand wedding that you sometimes see parents paying for today.  Instead, they 

gave us $1000 cash to do with what we wanted.   

Now $1000 dollars wasn’t very much money, not even back then, not at least when 

planning a wedding.  It would amount to less than $3000 dollars today, so we had to 

stretch those dollars as far as they would go, and economize as best we could, to pay 

for a very modest ceremony. Fortunately, I was the pastor of Pleasant Ridge General 

Baptist Church so we were able to use the church for free.  And my best buddy was a 

ministerial student too, so he agreed to do the service for little or nothing.   And Pamela 

is a seamstress, so she went to work making dresses for the bridesmaids, and as a 

consequence, they only cost us the price of the fabric.  She even made all the flowers 

for the girls in the wedding party – including her own bridal bouquet – saving us even 

more.  Way to go gal!   

Now that just left the reception site and all the reception fixings.  Since my church was 

much too small to host the reception, we had to look for another site.  Fortunately, 

Pamela attended a Methodist church that was part of a two-point charge – two churches 

served by one pastor – and one of those churches was just down the road from my 

own.  That’s how we came to host our reception for free in the basement at the United 

Methodist Church in Winslow, Indiana.    

But what about the fixing’s?  Looking at our budget as a whole, and at what we had left 

after paying our other expenses, there just wasn’t enough to host any fine fare.  All we 

could afford was a modest sized cake, a few little mints, and a bowl full of punch.  It was 



punch, mind you, not wine, as in our gospel story.  After all, I was a Baptist preacher at 

the time and I’m sure my congregation would have been scandalized if their pastor had 

rolled out barrels of wine to serve at his wedding reception.  But I can sympathize with 

the young couple in our text when their wine ran out, leaving them with nothing to serve 

their guests.  We had so little to serve at our reception, it would have embarrassed us 

beyond description had the punch run out, leaving our guests thirsty and unsatisfied. 

Well when Mary the mother of Jesus saw what had happened, she went to Jesus and 

told him all about the crisis.  “They have no wine,” she said.  “And Jesus said to her, 

‘Woman, what concern is that to you and me?  My hour has not yet come.” (Jn. 2:3-4) 

But Mary brushed these brusque words aside, and said to the servants standing nearby, 

“Do whatever he tells you.” (Jn. 2:5) And this is how the gospel of John tells us what 

happened next:   “Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 

purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with 

water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and 

take it to the chief steward.’ So, they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had 

become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone 

serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become 

drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, 

in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” (Jn 2:6-11) 

John says, “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 

glory.”  How do barrels of wine give us glimpses of glory?  Well, in this miracle we get a 

glimpse of the glory of Jesus Christ and the glorious nature of the kingdom he came to 

establish. What does this miracle teach us about Jesus and the God he came to reveal?  

And what does it teach about the kingdom he came to establish?  I think it reveals a 

God of powerful kindness and a kingdom of joyful abundance! 

You see, turning water to wine for this poor little couple was an act of powerful 

kindness!  Most folks focus on the power revealed in this miracle; and it’s a power I 

don’t deny.  I believe Jesus turned 150 gallons of water into the richest and finest of 

wine. But he does this all the time, doesn’t he?  As Saint Augustine once observed, the 

Lord turns water to wine every day in the vine. Water falls from the sky, is absorbed by 

the soil, is drunk by the vine, is transformed into grapes, and becomes wine on the 

table.  This is as much a miracle of power as was the miracle at Cana in Galilee.   

Nevertheless, this miracle, the miracle in our gospel reading, gives us a glimpse of the 

glorious power of our blessed Savior compressed in a moment of time.  You see, he 

really can turn water to wine in the twinkling of an eye!  And who knows what else he 

might do by his power.  Perhaps that’s why we go to him in prayer, as Mary did, to make 

our needs and the needs of others known, trusting that he will use his power on our 

behalf.      

But, as you know, power is not a good in and of itself.  Power can be used for evil as 

well as for good.  There must be something in and behind the power to make it a real 



blessing.  There must be some positive motive directing it, or it can easily be used for 

harm instead of for good.  That’s why I see kindness as the most important part of this 

miracle.  

You see, Jesus’ very presence was a kindness to this couple.  He didn’t have to accept 

their invitation that day.  In fact, there were many other pressing places he could have 

been, and many other important things he could have been doing that day, but he 

accepted their invitation and attended their wedding feast, nonetheless.  And then, 

when the wine gave out, he consented to replenish their supply.  And he did all of this 

knowing the danger of doing it.   

Danger?  What do I mean?  Do you remember how Jesus replied to his mother when 

she first informed him of this crisis?  He said, “Woman, what concern is that to you and 

me?  My hour has not yet come.” (Jn. 2:4) Everywhere else in John’s gospel, the hour 

of Christ refers to the hour of his crucifixion.  You see, Jesus realized that the moment 

he began to reveal his glory, the moment he began to disclose his power, the moment 

he began to display his true nature, the moment he began to live out his true calling as 

our Messiah, the moment he began to reveal God’s true will for our lost world, in that 

very moment he would begin to bump up against the ruling powers of his day, both 

sacred and secular, igniting a conflict that would lead at last to his cruel crucifixion!   

Perhaps that’s why he initially showed a bit of reluctance when he was confronted with 

Mary’s request.  “They have no wine,” she said.  “Woman, what concern is that to you 

and me?  My hour has not yet come,” he said.  But then he turned to the servants and 

said, “Fill the jars with water.” And then he turned the water to wine. It was an act of 

costly kindness.  He denied himself for the sake of that couple and saved them from 

humiliating embarrassment while setting his face toward conflict and the cross!  

And that’s the glory of our Savior!  He is powerfully kind!  He reveals to us a God whose 

power is governed by goodness, whose strength is tempered by mercy, and who is in all 

ways most wonderfully kind – a God who will sacrifice himself to save us from evils both 

great and small!  That’s a glimpse of the glorious nature of God we get from the barrels 

of wine Christ made.  He is powerfully kind.  And we should be too, if we claim to follow 

him!  Yes, if we claim to follow Christ then we should exercise what power we have in 

the cause of kindness toward all – just as Jesus did.  

But we not only get a glimpse of the glory of our Savior, we also glimpse the glorious 

nature of the kingdom he came to create, as we watch him turning water into wine.  And 

what kind of kingdom did he come to create?  He came to create a kingdom of joyful 

abundance!   

John’s gospel tells us that there were six stone water jars standing nearby – jars used 

for the Jewish rites of purification – with each jar having a capacity of somewhere 

between 20-30 gallons.  Seeing those jars, Jesus commanded the servants to fill them 

to the brim with water, and then he turned the water into wine.  You see, Jesus didn’t 

make just a little wine; he made a lot!  He made somewhere between 120-180 gallons 

of the stuff!  He made a super abundance of it.  He made enough for all of the guest, for 



all the remaining days of the feast.  He even made enough for the guests to take some 

with them to their own homes to continue the festivities there. It was a lot of wine.   

And it was the best of wine, too.  When the servants carried a cup of the stuff to the 

chief steward, responsible for overseeing the wedding feast, he took a taste and loudly 

exclaimed, “Good stuff! Party on!”  Actually, he said, “Everyone serves the good wine 

first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.  But you have kept 

the good wine until now.” (Jn. 2:10)  Which being translated means, “Good stuff! Party 

on!”  

Now all of this conjures up in my mind a picture of joyful abundance, exuberant 

extravagance, heavy helpings of happiness, and bunches and bunches of bliss!  And 

that is precisely what God wants to do for us and for our world.  He wants to bless us 

and all people with joyful abundance, exuberant extravagance, heavy helpings of 

happiness, and bunches and bunches of bliss!  In fact, he wants to transform our pitiful 

paucity into a plentiful party!   

Don’t believe me?  Then maybe you’ll believe the prophet Isaiah.  Isaiah describes a 

similar vision of joyful abundance in God’s eternal kingdom when he says: “…the Lord 

of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich 

food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy…the 

shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will 

swallow up death forever.  Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has 

spoken.” (Is. 25:6-8) Once again, in the vision of Isaiah, we see a picture of joyful 

abundance, exuberant extravagance, heavy helpings of happiness, and bunches and 

bunches of bliss!  This is what God wants to do for us and for our world!  What a 

glorious God we serve! 

Yes, barrels of wine give us glimpses of glory!  That’s what we see when we read the 

story of Jesus turning ordinary water into the sweetest of wines.  Saint John said, 

“Jesus did this, the first of his sign, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him.” (Jn. 2:11) My friend, do you believe in this Jesus?  Do you 

believe his glory is found in his powerful kindness?  Do you believe his kingdom is a 

kingdom of joyful abundance?  If you do, then you’ll worship him with great gratitude – 

you’ll gratefully worship him for all of his kindness and all of his goodness to you.  But 

more than this, you’ll let his Spirit animate you, too, so you can exercise your own 

power in kindness toward others as you work with him to bring his joyful abundance to 

all!  Will you do that?  Will you kindly work with him to bring his joyful abundance to all?  

Barrels of wine – glimpses of glory!  That’s what our world needs today, and always.  

Amen! 


