
Ordinary People Reform The Nation! 

Amos 7:7-17 

He was an ordinary man living in the very ordinary town of Tekoa located some 10 miles 

south of Jerusalem.  And he was living in a very ordinary time.  It was a time of peace, a 

time of prosperity, a time of political stability both in his own country of Judah as well as 

in the northern Jewish nation of Israel.  In addition to being an ordinary man living in an 

ordinary town during a very ordinary time, he had a very ordinary occupation – two of 

them in fact.  He was a shepherd and spent most of his days in the fields around Tekoa 

caring for his flock.  He was also a bit of an orchardman, tending to the fruit of the 

sycamore fig trees that surrounded his tiny town.     

Yes, Amos had “ordinary” written all over him!  But God called him to an extraordinary 

task – the task of part-time prophet called to reform the nations.  You see, all that time in 

the fields gave him plenty of time for reflection.  Looking out on the world around him, he 

saw some things he didn’t like – things that needed changing.  So, God called him to the 

task of reforming the nations by decrying the evils he beheld.  Those evils were principally 

violations of the covenant God established with his people when he first delivered them 

from their captivity in Egypt.   

You see, when God freed his people from Egyptian bondage, he entered into a special 

relationship with them and called them to love him in return (Dt. 6:5) and to love their 

neighbors as they loved themselves (Lev. 19:18).  But those commandments were not 

being followed in Judah, in Israel, or, not surprisingly, in any of the surrounding nations.  

So, Amos traveled about and raised his voice against the violations he beheld.   

In Amos chapter 1 through the beginning of chapter 2, Amos cries out against the sins of 

Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, the Ammonites, the Moabites, and his own people in 

Judah – sins chiefly of violence against their neighbors.  Then, beginning with Amos 2:6 

and extending through the end of chapter 6, Amos turns his attention to the sins of Israel 

– the northern Jewish nation.  And their sins were really twofold: failing to love their 

neighbors and failing to love their God.   

Amos 2:6-8 summarizes all that will follow in Amos’ indictment of Israel.  “Thus says 

the Lord: For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment; 

because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals – they who 

trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth, and push the afflicted out of the 

way…”  (Am. 2:6-7a) In other words, the rich and the powerful were mistreating the poor 

and the vulnerable – and this was a common practice.  

Amos then goes on to add the following indictment against Israel: “…father and son go in 

to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned; they lay themselves down beside 

every altar on garments taken in pledge; and in the house of their God they drink wine 

bought with fines they imposed.”  (Am. 2:7b-8) Again, we see the rich and powerful 

mistreating the poor and the vulnerable but this time they are doing so in the context of 

their worship.  Father and son were both engaged in religious prostitution after the manner 

of the surrounding nations, and they were lounging beside their altars on garments taken 



in pledge as collateral to cover loans made to the poor, while simultaneously drinking 

wine bought with fines extracted from the needy through unjust litigation. 

Things were a mess and Amos, the ordinary, unschooled, unlettered shepherd and 

orchardman, was pointing them out both left and right!  He was not only pointing out the 

Israelite’s faults but he was also calling them to repentance and reform.  So, Amos said, 

“Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with 

you, just as you have said.  Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it 

may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious…” (Am. 5:14-15)  

But sensing that Israel would not repent and reform, Amos went on to announce God’s 

judgment on their sins.  “This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 

built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lord said to me, ‘Amos, 

what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb line.’” As you may know, a plumb line is a weight 

attached to a string.  When you hold the string, then the line hangs straight down to the 

attached weight.  If you hold the plumb line against a wall then you can see whether the 

wall is standing straight or leaning in some crooked manner. “Then the Lord said, ‘See, I 

am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel.”   

What was the plumb line that God hung in the midst of his people?   The plumb line was 

the covenant, God’s agreement with his people, calling them to love him above all else 

and their neighbors as themselves.  And what did God see when he compared Israel’s 

behavior to the covenant agreement?  He saw that Israel was “plumb out of line!”  They 

were violating the covenant in every imaginable way.  And so, God said, “I will never again 

pass them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of 

Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam (the house of 

Israel’s king) with the sword.’” (Am. 7:7-9) 

Of course, a message like that was well received by the Israelites, right?  Wrong!  “Then 

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel (the principle temple in Israel), sent to King Jeroboam of 

Israel, saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; 

the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by 

the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’ And Amaziah said to Amos, 

‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 

but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 

kingdom.’” (Am. 7:10-13)  

As a quick aside, the word “Bethel” means “House of God.”  Bethel was supposed to be 

dedicated to the worship of God but it had become “the king’s sanctuary and a temple for 

the kingdom.”  Which should remind us that religion loses its way whenever it becomes 

the servant of a particular politician or political party.  True religion should inform and 

critique the state, never become its servant or handmaiden as it did in this instance, and 

as it so often does today. 

Well I’d like to say that Amos’ efforts to reform the nation succeeded, but they didn’t. The 

people refused to repent and reform.  So, Amos answered Amaziah saying, “I am no 

prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and 



the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my 

people Israel.’ Now, therefore hear the word of the Lord…” (Am. 7:14-16) And he went on 

to prophesy Amaziah’s demise and Israel’s future destruction at the hands of the Assyrian 

empire.  But it was hardly his fault that the people refused to repent.  At least he tried to 

reform Israel and the nations. 

And so, Amos’ story stands as a vivid reminder that ordinary people are often called to 

work for national reformation.  Whether or not they succeed is beside the point.  Whether 

or not they try is the real matter.  And looking over the history of our own country, we find 

many examples of ordinary people – often people of faith – who labored, and often 

succeeded, in bringing real reform to our own beloved nation. 

For example, after a service of Quaker worship on July 9, 1848, five ordinary women, four 

of whom were Quakers, retired to the home of Jane Hunt for tea.  In addition to Mrs. Hunt, 

those women included Lucretia Coffin Mott, Mary Ann M’Clintock, Martha Coffin Wright, 

and Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  Over tea, Mrs. Stanton began to vent her deep frustration 

regarding the subservient place assigned to women in her day.  Out of that conversation, 

an idea was born.  Those women decided to hold a women’s rights convention to discuss 

the social, civil, and religious rights of women.  That meeting was scheduled to be held in 

the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in Seneca Fall, New York on July 19-20, 1848.   

Well that was the first women’s rights convention to be held anywhere in the world and it 

produced a Declaration of Sentiments modeled on our Declaration of Independence.  

Included in its preamble were these words: “The history of mankind is a history of 

repeated injuries and usurpation on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object 

the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to 

a candid world.”1  There then followed a list of “sentiments” or grievances regarding the 

subservient treatment of women by men, to include refusing them the right to vote.  And 

then, in closing, that Declaration said, “Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-

half the people of this country, their social and religious degradation – in view of the unjust 

laws above mentioned, and because women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, 

and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate 

admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of these United 

States.”2 

Out of that first women’s rights convention, many other conventions would follow, 

culminating finally, in 1920, with the passage of the 19th Amendment granting women the 

right to vote.  Certainly, there’s more work to be done, but it all started with some very 

ordinary women of faith drinking tea after a Quaker service in Waterloo, New York.  And 

so, our nation was reformed – made better – through the prophetic work of ordinary 

women – women of faith – and the many ordinary men who supported them – women 

and men like you and me. 

                                            
1 Declaration of Sentiments located on Wikipedia at the following website:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_Sentiments.  
2 Ibid. 



Something similar happened just over a century later when an ordinary African-American 

woman named Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat to a white man down in 

Montgomery, Alabama.  Her refusal to do so helped launch the Montgomery Bus Boycott 

– a movement born in and supported by the black churches of that city to include Dexter 

Avenue Baptist Church – pulpit to the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.!   

Like Amos of old, and those four Quaker women in New York of a century prior, Rosa 

had “ordinary” written all over her.  Raised in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, she 

was a secretary at the time of her arrest and had worked previously as a housekeeper 

and a seamstress.  Nevertheless, this very ordinary woman and her very ordinary act of 

refusing to relinquish her seat to segregation would lend powerful impetus to the civil 

rights movement, leading at last to passage of the historic Civil Rights Act of 1964!    And 

so, our nation was reformed – made better – through the prophetic work of an ordinary 

woman – a woman of faith – and the many ordinary people who supported her – people 

like you and me. Yes, ordinary people can reform the nation! 

My friend, you and I are fortunate to live in a nation where we are free to participate in the 

political processes that shape our national character.  Informed by the covenant we have 

with God – a covenant to love God and neighbor with heart, soul, mind, and strength – 

we are free to labor, lobby, and vote for those principles and policies that best reflect our 

understanding of that covenant.  We may not always get it right, but I firmly believe that 

our nation is better off when people of faith, duly respecting the rights of others and fully 

informed by the latest and most accurate information, endeavor to craft a country where 

love and justice prevail – a nation where, in the words of Amos, justice rolls down like 

waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream! (Am. 5:24)  

We may be ordinary people, you and I, but we’re never too young…or too old…to do our 

part!  What cause is calling for our gifts and graces in this hour of national need?  Now 

that’s something worthy of our consideration and our action, don’t you think?  May God 

use us to reform our nation in this hour.  And all God’s people said, Amen!        

  


