
Christ Is Risen! Spread the News! 

Acts 5:27-32 

The original Star Trek series was one of my favorite shows as a boy.  I remember with 

great fondness how each week Captain Kirk, Mr. Spock, Scotty, Bones, and Uhura would 

boldly go where no one had ever gone before.   

Looking back on it now, the scenes, the sets, and the monsters in Halloween masks were 

often comically simple.  But the stories were usually good and the technology was nearly 

prophetic.  Many of the technological advances revealed in that first series are now 

commonplace in our world.  For example, do you remember the Star Trek Communicator?  

It looked very much like my first flip-phone and served a similar purpose.  Back then it 

was science fiction.  Today it is science fact! In fact, I suspect most of you have in your 

purse or pocket a cell phone that’s far more advanced than the Star Trek Communicator.  

And with that cell phone you can communicate with nearly anyone, anywhere, anytime! 

Why do most of us carry a cell phone with us wherever we go?  Because we are not just 

homo sapiens – wise persons – but we’re also homo communicators – communicating 

creatures.  You see, we live to communicate and we communicate to live.  And so, we 

spend a great deal of our time each day communicating with others either face to face or 

via phone, text, email, Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, and Twitter…or at least those 

under the age of 45 do!  

Yes, every day we communicate with others about a whole host of things: the places we 

go, the people we know, the politics we hold, the food we eat, the hobbies we have, and 

many other things besides.  But there’s one thing we are sometimes reluctant to share. 

And that’s our faith.   

Last October, the New York Times published an article by Jonathan Merritt entitled It’s 

Getting Harder to Talk About God.1   Merritt’s opening sentence sets forth his thesis.   

According to Merritt, “More than 70 percent of Americans identify as Christian, but you 

wouldn’t know it from listening to them. An overwhelming majority of people say that they 

don’t feel comfortable speaking about faith, most of the time.”  Merritt bases this assertion 

on a research survey that discovered “…most Americans — more than three-quarters, 

actually — do not often have spiritual or religious conversations.”  Merritt goes on to say, 

“For those who practice Christianity, such trends are confounding. It is a religion that has 

always produced progeny through the combination of spiritual speech and good deeds. 

Nearly every New Testament author speaks about the power of spiritual speech, and 

Jesus final command to his disciples was to go into the world and spread his teachings.” 

So why are we so inept at practicing spiritual speech?  What keeps us from sharing our 

faith with others?  Merritt’s survey discovered a variety of reasons, all, apparently, rooted 

in fear.  Merritt writes, “According to my survey, a range of internal conflicts is driving 
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Americans from God-talk. Some said these types of conversations create tension or 

arguments (28 percent); others feel put off by how religion has been politicized (17 

percent); others still report not wanting to appear religious (7 percent), sound weird (6 

percent) or seem extremist (5 percent).” Bottom line, we’re afraid: afraid we’ll offend or 

afraid we’ll appear odd in the eyes of others. 

But those are really rather minor fears compared to the fears faced by the apostles in our 

text.  You see, they had justifiable reason to fear for their actual safety.  In Acts chapters 

3 and 4, we read of how Peter and John were imprisoned for sharing their faith, and how 

they were threatened with punishment if ever they did it again.  Nevertheless, undaunted 

by those threats, they continued to minister in public, speaking the word of God with all 

boldness. (See Acts 4:29-31 and 5:12-17) This led to a second arrest, a miraculous 

escape, a third arrest, and another trial.   

Our text picks up with the apostles standing trial before the ruling council. Speaking to the 

apostles, the high priest says, “‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 

here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this 

man’s blood on us.’ But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than 

any human authority.’” (Acts 5:28-29)  

Now that last phrase – we must obey God rather than any human authority – has often 

been used for good and for ill by people of fervent faith.  Sadly, today, it is frequently used 

to justify all manner of evil and violence done in the name of God. Nonetheless, in this 

instance, it demonstrates the courage of Peter and the other apostles in peacefully 

sharing their faith despite strong opposition. 

What gave them their courage?  Two things, I think: personal experience and spiritual 

aid.  They experienced the dramatic resurrection of Jesus Christ; and they prayed for and 

received the help of his Holy Spirit.   

Indeed, they saw the risen Christ with their own eyes.  They touched him with their own 

hands.  They heard him with their own ears.  They ate with him at their own tables.  They 

watched as he ascended into heaven.  And so, because of these experiences, they had 

something rich to talk about! 

And we have something rich to talk about, as well.  We have the same story to tell as the 

story first told by the early apostles.  Like the apostles, we can talk about the life, death, 

burial, resurrection, ascension, and ongoing ministry of Jesus Christ.  That’s what Peter 

talked about.  Peter answered the high priest’s complaint by recounting the story of Jesus.  

He said, “The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus whom you had killed by hanging him 

on a tree.  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give 

repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  And we are witnesses to these things…”   

(Acts 5:30-32)    

That was Peter’s message.  And that’s our message, too.  As you’ve heard me phrase it 

so many times before, God came in Christ to show us his love, to teach us his way, and 

to do all things necessary to save us, salvage us, and bring us back to himself. When we 



refused his overtures of love, nailed him to a tree, and buried him in a tomb, he rose from 

the dead to show us that his love for us will never die.  And he calls us to repent, or turn 

from sin to follow him as he has revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ who is our Leader 

and our Savior.  As we follow his lead, he forgives us, saves us, salvages us, and leads 

us into a richer life – a life that has no end – a life of everlasting friendship with God 

himself! 

That’s our central message.  But all of us also have a personal message, or many 

personal messages, of how we have encountered the risen Christ in our own life and 

experience!  As Peter said in his response to the high priest, “We are witnesses to these 

things.”  I suspect all of us have witnessed Jesus alive and active in our world today.  Yes, 

we all have a story to tell! 

For example, give me time and I could tell you how I first met Jesus and how he turned 

my life around!  I could tell you how, when I was broke, without money enough for college, 

Jesus surprised me with a full tuition scholarship completely out of the blue.  I could tell 

you how he called me to the ministry and how he sent me to my first church.  I could tell 

you how he brought me and my wife together in answer to our separate prayers.  I could 

tell you how he healed me one dark night of a serious sickness. I could tell you how he 

stood with me and strengthened me in a hospital waiting room when my infant son was 

critically ill in ICU with a life-threatening lung infection.  I could tell you how he helped me 

through my mother’s death. I could tell you how he led me into the chaplaincy and spoke 

directly to me, confirming my call, when I was in doubt and ready to reject it.  I could tell 

you how he met me in a German airport in the middle of the night as I was on my way to 

Afghanistan for a combat tour, and how he calmed my fears and reminded me that he 

would be with me always, even to the ends of the earth.  I could tell you how he told me 

it was time to retire from the Navy and how he led me to this church.  I could tell you how, 

just this week, I felt his presence once again as I beheld the beauty of the hoarfrost 

clinging to the pines.  

Yes, all of us have a story to tell – a personal story of Jesus Christ.  Don’t you?  We just 

have to have courage enough to tell it so others may meet the risen Christ, as we have 

met him, and enjoy his blessed presence, too! 

But where do we get that courage?  We get if from the Holy Spirit, who is our helper in 

this and in all spiritual things!  You see, just before he ascended into heaven, Jesus told 

the apostles, “…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8)  On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit was given to the 

disciples and they began to speak of God’s glorious deeds as the Spirit gave them 

utterance. (Acts. 2:4) Then again, after Peter and John were arrested and released for 

the first time, as recorded in Acts chapter 3, they met with the other disciples and prayed 

for the Lord’s help saying, “Lord…grant to your servants to speak your word with 

boldness.” (Acts 4:29) And the bible says, “When they had prayed, the place in which 

they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31)  



Yes, spiritual speech is spiritual work and requires the help of the Holy Spirit. Fortunately, 

we have that help whenever we seek it!  But we have to seek it.  Maybe we should begin 

to pray daily: “Lord, grant me the courage to speak your word, today!” 

My friends, this is the 3rd Sunday of the Easter season.  Christ is risen!  Let’s spread the 

news!  The invitational ministry team has asked me to spend a few weeks talking about 

talking about God in order to remind us all that we have good news worth sharing!  Today 

I encourage you to think about our central message, as summarized by Peter in our text, 

as well as your own personal message describing how you have encountered the risen 

Christ. Use the bulletin insert to help with this exercise.  Then share your own story with 

a friendly audience of one.  Finally, pray for the courage to share it with others.  Who 

knows, God might use you to introduce someone else to your friend Jesus!  Amen!    

 


