
Choices, Choices! Decisions, Decisions! 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

In 1915, the poet Robert Frost wrote a poem for his friend Edward Thomas.  It was 

inspired by the fact that whenever the two of them went walking, Thomas would choose 

a road to walk upon and then be disappointed with it.  “When the road failed to yield the 

hoped-for rarities, Thomas would rue his choice, convinced the other road would have 

doubtless led to something better. In a letter, Frost goaded Thomas, saying, ‘No matter 

which road you take, you’ll always sigh, and wish you’d taken another.’”1 And so, Frost 

wrote The Road Not Taken and sent it to his friend.  Do you remember how it goes?   

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

I have always loved that poem, both for its simple beauty and for the profound lesson that 
it teaches.  For Frost’s poem reminds us that life is the product of our choices.  In the 
words of Aristotle, it’s choice, not chance, that determines our destiny! Of course, some 
choices are reasonably inconsequential.  It really doesn’t matter much which outfit we 
wear on any given Sunday or which of two healthy meals we might choose for our dinner 
tonight.  But other choices matter a great deal!  The choice of an occupation, the choice 
of a mate, the choice of bearing children, the choice of how best to invest our free time 
and energy – those choices matter much and make all the difference in shaping how we 
live our lives, and who we shall become, and what we leave behind us when we’re gone! 
Indeed, in the words of Frost: Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one less 
traveled by, and that has made all the difference!  Yes, without doubt, our choices matter!   

 
1 Robert Frost: The Road Not Taken – Our Choices Are Made Clear in Hindsight by Katherine Robinson. 
Originally published on May 27, 2016 by the Poetry Foundation. Found at: 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/89511/robert-frost-the-road-not-taken. 



Well in today’s reading, Moses presents the Israelites with a stark choice: “See, I have 
set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity…I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life…” (Dt. 30:15, 19) Those words were first spoken at the end of Israel’s forty 
years in the wilderness, just as they were about to enter the Promised Land.  You see, 
Moses had led them out Egypt to Mount Sinai where they received the Ten 
Commandments and the Law, and then from Mount Sinai through the wilderness for forty 
years until it was time to enter the Promised Land, but Moses would not live to lead them 
in, so he pulled them aside and preached a long series of sermons recapitulating their 
history, reviewing God’s Law, and renewing their covenant with God.  The words of our 
text are the climax or conclusion to Moses’ sermon series.   “See, I have set before you 
today life and prosperity, death and adversity…I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life…” 
(Dt. 30:15, 19)  

What does such a choice entail?  According to Moses, we chose life whenever we choose 
to live in love with God and in obedience to God’s commands. To quote Moses, “See, I 
have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess.” (Dt. 30:15-16) In Moses estimation, 
loving God and obeying God usually leads to a life of blessing.  And I generally agree with 
that line of thought.    

As a Navy chaplain, I was typically in charge of the command indoctrination program 
where we would welcome and orient newly reported Sailors and Marines to the unit.  And 
at some point in that process of indoctrination, I would usually speak to those Sailors and 
Marines about the importance of living a moral life.  “Listen,” I would say, “You may or 
may not agree with me, but I believe in God.  I also believe God created the universe.  
Furthermore, I believe God is a moral Being, so his creation reflects his moral nature.  So, 
generally speaking, if you go with the grain of a moral universe and a moral God then 
things will usually go more smoothly for you.  But if you go against the grain of a moral 
universe and moral God then don’t be surprised if you pick up some painful splinters 
somewhere along the way!”   

So yes, I generally agree with Moses that loving God and obeying God will usually lead 
to a life of blessing.  But I also remember a man named Job!  Do you remember Job’s 
story? The bible says, “There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. 
That man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from 
evil. There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. He had seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys, and 
very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east.” (Job 
1:1-3) 

In fact, Job lived such an exemplary life that even God testified about him saying, “There 
is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns 
away from evil.” (Job 1:8) But then one day, “…a messenger came to Job and said, ‘The 
oxen were plowing and the donkeys were feeding beside them, and the Sabeans fell on 



them and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone 
have escaped to tell you.’ While he was still speaking, another (servant) came and said, 
‘The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and 
consumed them; I alone have escaped to tell you.’ While he was still speaking, another 
(servant) came and said, ‘The Chaldeans formed three columns, made a raid on the 
camels and carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone 
have escaped to tell you.’ While he was still speaking, another (servant) came and said, 
‘Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s 
house, and suddenly a great wind came across the desert, struck the four corners of the 
house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; I alone have escaped to tell 
you.’” (Job 1:13-19)  

So, in one day, Job lost his sons and his daughters and all of his property.  And the next 
day he lost his health, for his body was covered with loathsome sores from the sole of his 
foot to the crown of his head. (Job 2:7) And so, for a total of 42 chapters, the book of Job 
reminds us that although loving God and obeying God generally leads to a life of blessing, 
it isn’t always so.  And we Christians should realize this better than others.  After all, Jesus 
loved and obeyed his heavenly Father better than any other person in the whole of human 
history.  And what did it get him?  Crucifixion on the cross!   

If that be true, then why should we choose to love and obey God?  Well perhaps loving 
God, and being loved by God, and showing that love through faithful obedience, really is 
reward enough!  Perhaps loving God, and being loved by God, is all the real blessing that 
we need.  The apostle Paul seemed to think so.  Writing from a Roman prison about his 
experience with the Son of God, Paul said, “…whatever gains (or blessings) I had, these 
I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  More than that, I regard everything as 
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ.” (Ph. 3:7-8) Yes, maybe, just maybe, being loved by God, despite all of our faults 
and frailties, and loving God in return through faithful obedience, is truly reward enough! 

Those of you who are in a loving relationship with another person know this to be true.  
Loving another, and being loved by them, doesn’t necessarily mean everything will go 
smoothly or well.  After all, we live in a fallen and imperfect world.  Stuff happens!  There 
will be good times and bad, happy and sad, easy and hard, but through it all, to love 
another, and to be loved by another, is the greatest and the best of all blessings!   

But as you know, you have to choose to love the other, and to do those hard things, each 
and every day, that demonstrate that love.  Things like putting the other first, and spending 
time with the other, and listening to the other, and sharing the others concerns, and 
bearing patiently with them even when you don’t quite understand them.  So, maybe that’s 
what Moses was getting at when he confronted the Israelites with this choice.  Maybe he 
was calling them to choose God, and love for God, and love with God above all else 
because he knew that only in such a relationship of love would they find true life and life’s 
greatest blessing! 

Oh, I agree, he may have said it in the harsh, premodern language of the nomad that he 
was, but maybe he got to the heart of the matter when he called the Israelites, and us 
too, to choose God every day, and then promised them that they would find blessing if 



they did. “See,” Moses said, “I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding 
you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, 
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 
possess…Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you…” (Dt. 30:15-20) 

Choose life so that you and your descendants may live!  And what is the life we are called 
to choose?  It’s “…loving the Lord (our) God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for 
that means life to (us)!” What will we choose?  What will you choose?   

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

My friends, two roads diverge in this wood of life each and every day!  Which one will you 
choose?  The road of loving God above all else, and doing those hard things that 
demonstrate that love, like putting God first, and spending time with God, and listening to 
God, and sharing God’s concerns, and bearing patiently with God even when you don’t 
quite understand him, or that other road that loves other things, other gods, or other 
interests, more than God, and leads finally to a lonely death of soul and spirit?  Which 
one will you choose?  Remember…that choice will make all the difference; for it’s choice, 
not chance, that determines your destiny.  Amen. 


