
God’s Favor Is For Everyone! 

Luke 4:16-30 

What is a favor?  Well a favor is a gift, a blessing, some good we receive from another – 

some good we typically don’t merit or deserve – some good whose source originates in 

the goodness of someone else.  Has anyone ever done you a favor?   

Oakland City College did me a favor nearly 38 years ago this summer.  You see, I became 

a Christian between my freshman and sophomore years of college and wanted to transfer 

from a state university to Oakland City College, a small Christian college near my home, 

to further my education.  Unfortunately, I was unemployed, I had no money, my father 

was nearing retirement and couldn’t help me with expenses, and it was very late in the 

summer when I submitted my application.  In fact, it was probably sometime in early 

August when I first contacted that little Christian college and asked if they would admit 

me and give me some financial assistance to help me attend there.   

By all rights, my application didn’t stand a chance.  But that college did me a favor.  They 

not only accepted my application but they gave me a full tuition scholarship to boot!  I 

didn’t deserve it.  I had missed every application deadline imaginable and I’m sure they 

had already awarded all of their scholarships and financial aid for the upcoming semester 

since, after all, it was just a few weeks from starting.  But they gave me a gift I didn’t 

deserve.  They did me a favor!   Has anyone ever done a favor for you? 

One sunny sabbath day, Jesus went to the synagogue in his own hometown to preach to 

the hometown crowd.  The synagogue attendant gave him the scroll of Isaiah and Jesus 

read these words from that scroll to the people assembled before him: “The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has 

sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Lk. 4:18-19) Jesus then 

rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, sat down, and said, “Today this scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing.  Today, God comes in me, through me, and by me, to 

do you a favor – to give you gifts you don’t deserve.” (See Lk. 4:21) 

And what did that favor look like? Well, it looked like good news for the poor and the 

impoverished.  It looked like release for the captives.  It looked like healing for the sick.  It 

looked like freedom from all manner of oppression.  It looked like the year of the Lord’s 

favor – which was probably a reference to the Jewish year of Jubilee when debts were 

cancelled, debtors were released from debt induced bondage, and property was restored 

to its original owners.  (As an aside, I wonder how our mortgage company would feel if 

we declared a year of Jubilee on the church’s debt!) 

Well those were mighty big words to be coming from the hometown boy! In fact, they were 

the words of a Messiah!  Was Jesus somehow implying that he was the long-awaited 

Messiah about whom Isaiah had prophesied?  Well, our bible translation says that in 

reaction to Jesus’ proclamation, “All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious 

words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’”  (Lk. 4:22) But 

that’s a rather generous translation of the original Greek and it tends to put a broad and 



positive spin on things.  In fact, the original Greek is far less positive and far more 

ambiguous in meaning.  The original Greek would probably be better translated 

something like this: “Everyone remarked at (Jesus); they were astonished at the words 

coming out of his mouth – words of sheer grace. ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they said.” (Lk. 

4:22 NTE)   

You see, “everyone remarked at him,” as they began to grumble among themselves.  

“They were astonished at the words coming out of his mouth – words of sheer grace,” 

with no mention at all of God’s judgment on the wicked, especially the wicked Romans 

who were even then occupying the Jewish homeland.  If you will recall, Jesus even 

clipped Isaiah’s prophecy when he read it, omitting any word of God’s coming judgment 

on the wicked. (Just compare Luke 4:18-19 with the original passage found in Isaiah 61:1-

2)  

“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked with growing incredulity and mounting hostility.  “Isn’t 

this Joseph’s son?  Isn’t this Mary’s boy?  Isn’t this that snotty-nosed rascal who used to 

run up and down the dusty lanes of Nazareth?  Who does he think he is, anyway?  Does 

he think there’s only grace and favor without any hint of judgment on those nasty 

Romans?  Does he think he’s the Messiah – that he of all people has the power to shower 

us with God’s favor?  Who does he think he is, after all? Isn’t he just Joseph’s son?”   

Jesus seemed to sense their growing incredulity and mounting hostility and said, “Truly I 

tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.” (Lk. 4:24) And then he added 

two sermon illustrations to his little homily – illustrations that irritated the people even 

more.  He said, “…the truth is (this), there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, 

when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine 

over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in 

Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none 

of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” (Lk. 4:25-27)   

In other words, Jesus said to them: “I’ve come to shower you with God’s favor but you 

clearly don’t want to receive it from me.  No surprise there!  A prophet is never accepted 

in his own hometown.  But remember this: God’s favor is bigger than you and your small 

clan.  God’s favor is bigger than Nazareth and bigger even than Israel.  God’s favor is as 

big as the whole wide world.  In fact, God’s favor embraces everyone!  Don’t you 

remember back in the days of the prophet Elijah, during a time of famine, how God’s favor 

spilled over the borders and boundaries of Israel to embrace a poor widow woman in 

Sidon!  And about those nasty Romans…well, don’t you remember how God’s favor 

reached out to touch and heal Naaman, the leprous commander of the Syrian army, the 

same army that was oppressing Israel in that day?  Yes, God’s favor is bigger than 

Nazareth!  God’s favor is bigger than Israel!  God’s favor is for everyone!  For Sidonians 

and Syrians!  For widow women and mighty men!  For the hungry, the foul, and filthy 

lepers like Naaman!  Mark my word, God’s favor is even for his enemies as well as for his 

friends!” 



Well you can imagine just how well that went over!  Jesus had dropped something into 

their punchbowl and the people didn’t like the taste of it…not one bit!  The bible says, 

“When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him 

out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that 

they might hurl him off the cliff.” (Lk. 4:28-29)  

Humm…Why are we so eager to confine God’s favor to ourselves and so reluctant to 

extend God’s favor to others?  And why do we get so angry when someone suggests that 

God’s favor is for everyone – that God gladly gives his favor to those outside our tribe or 

clan – even to those who are very different from us and very much unlike us?  Why?  Why 

are we so eager to confine God’s favor to ourselves and so reluctant to extend God’s 

favor to others?  Human nature, I suppose.   

Earlier this week I had breakfast with the men’s group that meets weekly at The Hungry 

Bear.  During the meal, Fred Tinsley said, tongue very much in cheek, “Michael, you’re 

always telling us to love everyone.  Couldn’t you just let us hate one or two groups of 

people?”  I laughed at that and promised Fred that I would think and pray about it.   

Well, Fred, I thought about it but I didn’t pray about it because the answer seemed very 

clear to me after just a few moments of reflection.  No, Fred, I can’t let you hate just a few 

groups of people.  God’s love and favor are for everyone!  God’s love and favor are for 

you!  God’s love and favor are for me.  God’s love and favor are for folks just like us.  And 

God’s love and favor are for people very different from us.  God’s love and favor are for 

those we like and those we don’t – those we can relate to and those we consider odd or 

queer.  And we’d better do our best to fall in line with God on this.  If we don’t then we’ll 

be just like those who rejected Jesus, drove him out of town, took him to a cliff, and tried 

to cast him down!  I don’t know about you but I don’t want to be counted in their number.  

Do you?   

Now of course, this doesn’t mean we’ll always agree with everyone on everything.  We 

may even have to oppose those whose vision for our world undermines the vision of 

God’s kingdom as demonstrated by Jesus Christ.  But it does mean that we must always 

endeavor to treat everyone with dignity and respect as we seek to shower everyone, even 

our enemies and opponents, with the loving favor of a loving God.  Doesn’t it? 

Well our passage ends with a cliffhanger!  Literally!  It ends on the edge of the cliff where 

Jesus passes through the midst of those who wanted to throw him down, and then goes 

on his way.  Where does he go?  If you read a little farther, you’ll see he went on his way 

to Capernaum where he healed a man with an unclean spirit. (Lk. 4:31-37) Then he went 

on his way to Simon Peter’s house where he healed Simon’s mother-in-law of a terrible 

fever.  (Lk. 4:38-39) Then, as the sun was setting, “all those who had any who were sick 

with various kinds of disease brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them 

and cured them (all).”  (Lk. 4:40) Casting God’s favor everywhere on everyone – that 

seems to have been the ministry of Jesus Christ.  It ought to be ours, too, don’t you think?  

Amen.   

 


