
Songs of Joy! 

Rejoice in God’s Judgment and Justice! 

Psalm 98:1-9 

My wife and I are watching an old television series called Jericho.  It is set in a small 

fictional town in western Kansas bearing the name of Jericho, and it tells the story of a 

domestic terror attack involving the detonation of nuclear warheads in 23 American cities.   

As you might imagine, Washington, D.C. is one of the cities so attacked, and, as a 

consequence of that attack, the federal government largely ceases to exist.  In the 

absence of a functioning central government to establish and maintain law and order, 

chaos grips the nation, including the town of Jericho, which is threatened on every side 

by criminal gangs, warring factions, rouge contractors, and other evil elements. 

Watching this show reminds me of just how much we, in America, take for granted.  After 

all, we live in a country governed by the rule of law, with various authorities established 

to maintain some semblance of justice.  But such is not the case for many people in the 

world.  As you may well know, many countries are ruled by tyrants who abuse their power 

for personal gain while other countries have no functioning central governments to 

establish and maintain law and order, so their peoples are constantly preyed upon by 

warlords, crooks, and thieves.  

Now we naturally recoil at the sight of such chaos, for something in us not only longs 

deeply for the establishment of law and order but also for the preservation of true justice 

through the workings of a fair and impartial judgment or justice system.   

I experienced this longing for justice and judgment just recently while reading the book of 

Susanna which is found in the Apocrypha.  As you might know, the apocryphal books are 

a collection of ancient books recognized as sacred by our Catholic and Orthodox friends 

and which are included in their bibles but not in ours.  For a variety of reasons, we 

Protestants tend not to include them in our collection of scriptures but they are included 

in my bible so I decided recently to read one of the shorter books – Susanna – to see 

what it might say.   

Susanna tells the story of a beautiful and devout woman named Susanna.  She was the 

wife a rich man named Joakim, whose house was a meeting place for the citizens of his 

city, and also a seat of judgment where two unnamed elders would sit each day in 

Joakim’s gate to rule on various court cases brought before them.   

Now according to the story, those two elders were attracted to Susanna so they concocted 

a scheme to sleep with her.  One day, while she was bathing in her enclosed garden, they 

rushed upon her and threatened that unless she slept with them, they would tell everyone 

that she had been with another man, thus committing adultery and betraying her husband.  

Nevertheless, despite their threats, Susanna refused to comply.  So, those two wicked 

judges called for a trial and leveled their accusation against Susanna; and upon hearing 

their testimony, the assembly condemned Susanna to death for her alleged sin.   



Just then, as Susanna was being led away for execution, the prophet Daniel intervened 

on her behalf.  I’ll not give away the story, you should read it for yourself, but Daniel 

cleverly proved their wickedness and deceit.  As a consequence, Susanna was set free 

and those two lying elders had their heads cut off as judgment for their wickedness. 

Now I must confess that I found the outcome of that story very satisfying; though I will 

admit I thought their punishment was perhaps a bit too harsh. Nonetheless, those two 

wicked judges got what my mama would have called “their comeuppance” and innocent 

Susanna was set free. Judgment was meted out and justice was maintained!  And isn’t 

that what we long for?  Don’t we long for the maintenance of justice through fair and 

impartial judgment?  Indeed, none of us wants to live in a world like Jericho – a world 

threatened on every side by criminal gangs, warring factions, rouge contractors, and other 

evil elements.  Nor do we want to live in a world where Susanna is raped or killed while 

lying elders live to loose their wickedness on other innocent victims. 

But where does our longing justice come from?  From whence does it originate?  I think 

it comes from the fact that we are made in the imago dei – the image of God.  You see, 

God is just…truly just…and absolutely fair.  In the words of Deuteronomy 32:4, “(God’s) 

work is perfect, and all his ways are just.  A faithful God, without deceit, just and upright 

is he.”  And because God is just, we, who are made in his image, long for a world of 

justice and fairness. 

Today’s sermon is the third in a series of sermons entitled Songs of Joy! This series is 

based on various psalms and other biblical songs that highlight the joy God gives to all 

who believe.  In the first sermon we heard God calling us to rejoice in a shower of 

blessings, for God showers us with good gifts each and every day!  Last week we heard 

God calling us to rejoice in the forgiveness of sin – forgiveness that was won for us at the 

Cross and is given to us when we ask   

Today’s song is Psalm 98.  This song reminds us to rejoice in God’s justice and judgment: 

“O sing to the Lord a new song” the Psalmist says, “for (God) has done marvelous things. 

His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him (the) victory. The Lord has made known 

his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. He has remembered 

his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have 

seen the victory of our God.” (Ps. 98:1-3)   

We can’t be sure what this victory was but it was doubtless some demonstration of God’s 

justice and judgment.  Perhaps the Psalmist had in mind Israel’s Exodus from Egypt 

where God judged a cruel Pharaoh who had enslaved Israel, and then delivered the 

captive Jews from their bondage in Egypt-land.  Perhaps the Psalmist had some other 

act of deliverance in mind where God judged Israel’s oppressive neighbors and delivered 

the Israelites from their captivity and oppression.  Perhaps the Psalmist had in mind 

Israel’s return from captivity in Babylon where God said, “Enough is enough! Let my 

people go!” and Cyrus, king of the Persians, obeyed God’s command and freed the 

captive Jews.   



Whatever the case may be, this victory was doubtless some demonstration of God’s 

justice and judgment at work in our world – especially on behalf of his chosen people, 

Israel.  And so, the Psalmist called the ancient Israelites to sing a song of praise for God’s 

victorious justice and judgment. “O sing to the Lord a new song” the Psalmist said, “for 

(God) has done marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him (the) 

victory.”   

The Psalmist not only called his own people to sing such a song, but he called all the 

earth and all of creation to join Israel in singing this paean of praise.    “Make a joyful noise 

to the Lord, all the earth,” the Psalmist cried, “break forth into joyous song and sing 

praises. Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody.  With 

trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.  Let 

the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. Let the floods clap their 

hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord…” (Ps. 98:4-8) 

Then this psalm comes to it’s thunderous close by reminding us that the source of our joy 

is God’s justice and judgment. “Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together 

for joy at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth.  He will judge the 

world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.” (Ps. 98:8-9) Yes, God “is” coming 

to judge the earth.  He is coming even now to judge evil and to set things right.  Every act 

of justice and fair judgment we witness today is a reflection of God’s present work of 

justice and judgment in our current world.  God “is” coming to judge the earth.  And he 

“will” come to judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity, for we 

believe he will come at last to judge evil when he comes at the end of time as we know it 

to finally and fully set all things to right!   

And because we have this belief, we, like the ancient Israelites, should rejoice and sing!  

You see, it is God’s judgment, it is God’s righteousness or rightness, it is God’s equity or 

fairness, in a word, it is God’s justice working in the world that causes us to clap our hands 

and rejoice alongside the clapping floods, the singing hills, and the rejoicing peoples.  For 

whenever God’s justice triumphs, whenever God’s righteousness or rightness reigns, 

whenever God’s equity or God’s fairness prevails, that’s when and where we have cause 

for rejoicing!  For as I said, none of us wants to live in a world like Jericho – a world 

threatened on every side by criminal gangs, warring factions, rouge contractors, and other 

evil elements.  Nor do we want to live in a world where Susanna dies and lying elders live 

to loose their wickedness on other innocent victims.   

And so, we must celebrate God’s justice.  But we must also cooperate with its 

establishment on every hand.  That’s why we, the people of God, must have a deep and 

an abiding commitment to justice and fairness, rightness and equity.  And that’s why we 

must labor alongside God’s Spirit to see these things established in our world.   

But we must be careful as we labor for justice, fairness, rightness, and equity.  For none 

of us sees perfectly, and none of us knows fully, and all of us are faulty at best. So, our 

vision of justice, or fairness, or rightness, or equity can be tainted by our own sin and 

pride.  That’s why, our passion for justice and judgment must be tempered with kindness 



and humility.  In the words of the prophet Micah: “(God) has told (us) what is good; and 

what does the Lord require of (us) but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8)   

Yes, we must pursue justice, but we must be as kind and as humble as possible in the 

pursuit of it lest we become like some modern social justice warriors who trample violently 

over others in their rhetoric and by their actions as they pursue their own vision of a just 

and an equitable world. 

That said, we must still labor for justice, even though our vision of it may be imperfect, for 

that is part of our calling as a people who follow a just and holy God. And as we labor for 

it, we must rejoice in every instance of God’s justice that meets our eyes.  For wherever 

we see God coming to judge the earth with righteousness and equity, there we have 

reason to clap our hands and sing! 

So then, in the words of the Psalmist, “Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing 

together for joy at the presence of the Lord; and let us join in their clapping and song, for 

God is coming to judge the earth.  He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 

peoples with equity.” (Ps. 98:8-9)  And all God’s people said, Amen! 

   

      

 

 

     

   

        


