
What Does The Lord Require? 

Micah 6:1-8 

What does the Lord require?  That’s a pretty good question, don’t you think?  It’s as 

pertinent today as when it was first asked more than 2,700 years ago by the prophet 

Micah of Moresheth.  You see, Micah ministered in Judah during a time of material 

prosperity and spiritual poverty.  The nations of Judah and Israel were, in the words of 

that old hymn, God of Grace and God of Glory, “rich in things and poor in soul.”  Sound 

familiar? So, God took them to task and took them to court.  

Micah chapter 6 begins with a court summons: “Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead 

your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, 

the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has 

a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.” (Micah 6:1-2) You see, 

God’s people were guilty of many crimes. 

• According to Micah 1:7, God’s people were guilty of idolatry and worshipping 

foreign gods. 

• According to various verses in chapter 2, the rich were guilty of oppressing the 

poor, the powerless, and those less fortunate than themselves. (Micah 2:1-2, 8-9) 

• According to Micah 3:1-4, the leaders of the people were wantonly cruel in their 

exploitation of the poor. 

• According to Micah 3:10-11, the leaders of the people – both sacred and secular 

– were utterly corrupt and defiled. 

• According to Micah 6:10-11, business owners were guilty of dishonest business 

practices. 

• And finally, in a summary statement, Micah 7:2-3 says, “The faithful have 

disappeared from the land, and there is no one left who is upright…their hands are 

skilled to do evil.” 

But all of those crimes were evidence of a deeper crime, still.  The people had simply 

grown tired of their God.  So, in Micah 6:3, God says, “O my people, what have I done to 

you?  In what have I wearied you?  Answer me!”  And then God presents evidence of his 

love; he recounts all the ways in which he had loved and blessed his people over the 

years, beginning with their Exodus from Egypt:  For I brought you up from the land of 

Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, 

and Miriam (to lead you).” (Micah 6:4) And then God reminds them of how he led them 

through the wilderness of Sinai and into the Promised Land.  “O my people, remember 

now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what 

happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” (Micah 

6:5) There’s a lot of history behind that verse – history I haven’t time to describe – but 

suffice it to say that it illustrates some of the many ways God led and protected his people 

during their journey from Egypt into Palestine. 

Given God’s goodness, it’s surprising, then, that his people had grown tired of him.  But 

we do, sometimes, don’t we?  Don’t we sometimes grow tired of God, and the things of 



God, and the ways of God?  And isn’t that why we sometimes sing another old hymn that 

says, 

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love, 

Take my heart, O take and seal it, 

Seal it for thy courts above. 

Well it seems the people of Micah’s day were moved by the Lord’s indictment.  And so, 

they asked, “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?” 

(Micah 6:6a) Now that’s not a bad question, either – one we should probably ask 

ourselves from time to time.  With what shall we come before the Lord our God?  Well 

those ancient Israelites offered some suggestions based on their religious experience 

with God.  After all, God had established a system of offerings and sacrifices in the Old 

Testament Law. So, they asked, “Shall I come before (God) with burnt offerings, with 

calves a year old?  Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand 

rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 

of my soul?”  (Micah 6:6b-7)  

Now that was a generous offer if they truly meant it.  But religion is more than ritual, as 

important as that ritual might be.  After all, you can observe religious rituals with a heart 

that’s far from God.  And religion involves more than just our relationship with God – as 

important as that relationship is.  It involves our relationship with others, also.  And their 

suggestions for correcting their relationship with God completely ignored any suggestion 

of correcting their human relationships – relationships that were marred by injustice, 

cruelty, oppression, and exploitation of the poor. 

So, hearing their response to God’s indictment, the prophet Micah weighed in.  “He has 

told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) It is here, in this 

verse, that I think all the requirements of our religion are contained.   

What does the Lord require of us but to do justice!  Now I think our concept of justice 

tends to be a bit reactionary.  We execute justice by punishing those who violate the law.  

But the biblical concept of justice is far more proactive.  Biblical justice seeks to establish 

those conditions that foster abundant life for all of God’s creation – especially those on 

the margins of society.   

If we want to do justice then we have to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, house the 

homeless, protect the vulnerable, and provide for the poor.  And many of you are doing 

those things through your giving and your serving.  But justice is more than simple charity.  

Yes, charity cares for the poor and those on the margins of society.  But justice corrects 

the conditions that produce poverty and marginalization.  Justice elects good public 

officials who are dedicated to the common good and not just their own good or even our 

good at the expense of others. And justice argues for policies that promote the equitable 

distribution of resources so all people have their basic needs met and have opportunities 



to develop and become all they can possibly become given their innate talents and 

abilities.   

What does the Lord require of us but to do justice and to love kindness.  Kindness is so 

important to our world, and more so now in our current context where cruelty prevails in 

politics, and in the press, and in social media of every sort.  Yes, we need more kindness 

in our world, and who will show it if we don’t?  So, we need to love kindness and show 

kindness to all, especially to our enemies and our opponents and those on the margins 

of our world.   

Speaking of those on the margins of our world, it’s important to remember that there is a 

way of giving charity and doing justice that is cold, calculating, and detached.  We give 

our alms but not our hearts to help the needy and despairing.  But what is wanting is 

kindness – a real feeling for their plight – a real affinity for their humanity.  If we are not 

careful, they cease to be real people in our estimation and become nothing but a class or 

a category that needs pity and assistance.  But all of that changes when we move among 

them and learn about them and then learn from them.  That’s why it’s good to go to the 

poor and not just send our money to them.  That’s why it’s good to actually serve them, 

and with them, and beside them, so that we may grow in our understanding of them, and 

grow in our kindness toward them.  That’s why it’s good to go with a mission team to work 

in the soup kitchen, or the food pantry, or the parks of Colorado Springs to give 

sandwiches to the homeless as our youth group sometimes does – to cultivate this 

kindness in us. 

For what does the Lord require of us but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with our God.  Doing justice and loving kindness concern our horizontal 

relationships.  Walking humbly with our God involves our vertical relationship.   

As you can imagine, walking with someone usually implies a relationship of some sort, 

and if you walk with them frequently then you probably have an intimate relationship with 

them. Well, walking with God means cultivating friendship with God by spending time with 

him in worship, prayer, bible reading, study, and fellowship among his people.  Of course, 

we should walk humbly with him. He is, after all, our God and not our junior partner whom 

we call for help only in our hours of desperation or of need.  But we don’t need to grovel 

before him either because he is our dearest Friend!  As another old song says: 

He walks with me, and he talks with me, 

And he tells me I am his own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known!   

So then, this is what is required of us: to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

with our God.  If we do these things then God will have no reason to indict us as he 

indicted the people of Micah’s day.  But if we do them incompletely or imperfectly, we may 

still trust in the mercies of our Wonderful Friend!  For after leveling all of these thundering 

indictments against Israel, Micah came at last to the climax of his message in these words 

of comfort with which his book ends: “(O Lord) Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 



and passing over the transgression of the remnant of your possession? (Our God) does 

not retain his anger forever, because he delights in showing clemency. He will again have 

compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. (O Lord) You will cast all 

our sins into the depths of the sea.”   

My friend, a God like that is a God with whom we may gladly walk humbly, as together 

we do justice and show kindness to all.  Are you walking with him in doing justice, showing 

kindness, and trusting in his infinite mercy?  You think about that?  Amen! 

 


