
Much Ado About Something! 

Much Ado About The Lamb of God! 

John 1:29-37 

A few days ago, while visiting the library down in Canon City, I happened upon C. S. 

Lewis’ science fiction series entitled The Space Trilogy.  As you may know, C. S. Lewis 

is arguably one of the greatest Christian writers of the 20th century, and a case could be 

made that he is among the greatest Christian authors in the whole history of the Christian 

Church.  The Space Trilogy is, I believe, his only foray into the field of science fiction, 

though his far more popular Chronicles of Narnia is a close cousin in the field of fantasy 

literature.   

In Out of the Silent Planet, the first volume of The Space Trilogy, Lewis tells the tale of a 

man named Ransom who is kidnapped by two men, named Weston and Devine, who 

then transport Ransom to the planet of Malacandra in order to exchange him for a wealth 

of Malacandran gold.  Soon after they arrive on Malacandra, Ransom escapes his captors 

and takes refuge with a strange race of Malacandran creatures called the Hross where 

he makes friends and begins to learn both their language and their culture.  

Then one day, while hunting with a Hrossian friend named Hyoi, Ransom and his 

companion are secretly overtaken by Weston and Devine, who, in the ensuing encounter, 

shoot Hyoi from a distance.  Lewis describes the scene: “At that moment Ransom was 

deafened by a loud sound – a perfectly familiar sound which was the last thing he 

expected to hear.  It was a terrestrial, human and civilized sound; it was even European.  

It was the crack of an English rifle; and Hyoi, at his feet, was struggling to rise and gasping.  

There was blood on the white weed where he struggled.  Ransom dropped on his knees 

beside him… ‘Hyoi, can you hear me?’ said Ransom with his face close to the round seal-

like head. ‘Hyoi, it is through me that this has happened.  It is the other (humans) who 

have hit you, the bent two that brought me to Malacandra.  They can throw death at a 

distance with a thing they have made.  I should have told you.  We are all a bent race.  

We have come here to bring evil on Malacandra…’ His speech died away into the 

inarticulate.  He did not (yet) know the (Hrossian) words for ‘forgive,’ or ‘shame,’ or ‘fault,’ 

hardly the word for ‘sorry.’”1   

“Hyoi, it is through me that this has happened.  It is the other (humans) who have hit you, 

the bent two that brought me to Malacandra.  They can throw death at a distance with a 

thing they have made.  I should have told you.  We are all a bent race.”  With those words, 

Ransom rendered his verdict upon himself and the whole human race.  We are a “bent” 

race!  There is something in us, in our very nature, that is “bent” or “twisted”; and that 

something produces “bent” or “twisted” deeds.  That something is – to use an old word 

from the bible – that something is “sin.”  For “all of us have sinned and fallen short” the 

bible says. (Rm. 3:23 CEV) 

 
1 Out of the Silent Planet by C. S. Lewis.  Published by Scribner, New York, NY, 2003, p. 82. 



Now sin is a concept with which most people have a love/hate relationship.  To be honest, 

many of us just love to call out the sins of others. We do this the old-fashioned way through 

gossip over the kitchen table or over the water fountain at work, and through newfangled 

means, such as online shaming and internet blaming, where we correct the perceived 

deviances of others by posting snarky comments about them on social media.  All you 

have to do is join any local community page on Facebook to see exactly what I mean.  

People can say the cruelest of things from a distance on social media.  In the words of 

Dr. Ravi Chandra, “Now instead of the public stockade, we have hashtag trends and viral 

blogposts to shame the world into shape.”2  Isn’t that true.   

But as much as we may enjoy calling out the faults of others, very few of us enjoy being 

the brunt of such an action.  We don’t appreciate it when someone points a boney finger 

at us and calls us to account for our own wrongdoings.  Heck!  We don’t even like to admit 

our sins to ourselves.  And so, we become blind to our own errors or adept at justifying 

and excusing them. But, to quote the bible again, “If we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (1 Jn. 1:8) So it seems Ransom was right 

in Lewis’ story: we are all part of a very bent race!   

And being bent is bad!  All of us have seen people who, through age or osteoporosis, are 

bent, stooped, and twisted.  We feel pity for them and we know it would be wonderful if 

the doctors could somehow straighten them so they could stand and walk uprightly once 

again. But what about spiritual or moral “bending”? Wouldn’t it be good if someone could 

straighten the morally bent?  Well, that’s just what Jesus came to do!  He came to deal 

with the “bend” within us and to straighten the twisted nature inside us all.  You see, the 

entire New Testament tells the tale of this wonderful “straightening” work.  It tells how God 

came in Christ to deal with our “bent” natures – to untwist us – and to unravel our sin. 

John the Baptist was just one of many in the New Testament who described this wonderful 

work.   

You see, John the Baptist had been preaching such powerful sermons that the people 

began to believe he just might be the long-awaited Messiah – the long-awaited Savior of 

their nation.  And so, the Jewish leaders “…sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, ‘Who are you?’”  And John said, “I am not the Messiah…(But) Among you stands 

one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandal.”  (Then) The next day (John) saw Jesus coming toward him and (he) 

declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’”  (Jn. 1:19-20, 

26-27) 

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  What did John mean 

when he called Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”?  Well as 

you may know, sacrifices and offerings were very common in the religion of John’s day.  

And lambs were often offered in a variety of ways.  For example, John may have been 

 
2 Social Media Shaming: A Call to Conscience or Mob Madness by Ravi Chandra.  Published by 
Psychology Today on October 12, 2015 at: https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-pacific-
heart/201510/social-media-shaming-call-conscience-or-mob-madness 



referring to the Passover lamb.  When the Jews were slaves in Egypt many hundreds of 

years prior to this time, God sent Moses to lead them from slavery to freedom.  And God 

gave Moses this command:  God said, “Tell the whole congregation of Israel that…they 

are to take a lamb for each family…Your lamb shall be without blemish…then the whole 

assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  They shall take some of 

the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat 

it…It is the Passover of the Lord.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and 

I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt…(But) the blood shall be a sign for 

you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 

plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.” (Ex. 12:3, 5-7, 11-13)  

And that’s just what happened, according to the Exodus account.  So, God brought 

judgment upon Egypt for oppressing the Jews; and all those Jews hiding under the blood 

of a spotless lamb were saved, spared, and freed from their cruel captivity.    So, it may 

be that John was referring to the Passover lamb when he referred to Jesus as the Lamb 

of God; and he may have been saying, in essence, “Jesus is your Passover Lamb.  He 

will die in sacrifice to save you from your own captivity to sin, and to free you from your 

own spiritual bondage and moral “bending.”  That, at least, was the view of the apostle 

Paul who called Jesus our Passover Lamb in 1 Corinthians 5:7. 

Or John may have been referring to the various sin and guilt offerings described in the 

Jewish Law where lambs were often offered to atone for sin.  In Leviticus 1:2-4, God said, 

“When any of you bring an offering of livestock to the Lord, you shall bring your offering 

from the herd or from the flock…to the entrance of the tent of meeting…You shall lay your 

hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be acceptable in your behalf as 

atonement for you.” 

The word “atonement” refers to the act of covering or wiping away the sin of the sinner 

by the act of the sacrifice.  And so, it may be that John was referring to those offerings 

and was saying, in essence, that Jesus would offer himself as a sacrifice to somehow 

cover, or wipe away, or take away, or forgive our sins – that his death would somehow 

straighten things out for a bent race like ours.  That seems to be the view of the author of 

the book of Hebrews as outlined in the 9th and 10th chapters of that book.  Go home and 

read them for yourself and you will have some sense of what John may have been saying 

in this regard. 

Or John may not have been referring to a sacrifice at all when he called Jesus the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world.  The commentator William Barclay puts it like 

this.  Barclay says, “In those days the lamb, and especially the horned lamb, was the 

symbol of a great conqueror…The lamb – strange as it may sound to us – stood for the 

conquering champion of God.  It may well be that this is no picture of gentle and helpless 

weakness, but rather a picture of conquering majesty and power.  Jesus was the 

champion of God who fought with sin and mastered it in single contest.”3 It may be that 

 
3 The Gospel of John, Vol. 1 of The Daily Study Bible Series, Rev. Ed.  by William Barclay.  Published by 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1975, p. 82.  



John was saying Jesus would conquer our sin problem.  As Christus Victor, he would 

exert his mighty power and “unbend” our bent humanity and “untwist our “twisted” natures!  

Isn’t that a wonderful thought! 

Now of course, John was using the language of his day to communicate an eternal 

concept concerning Christ.  And it may be that many modern people, both within and 

without the church, will struggle to understand all of this talk about blood sacrifice atoning 

for human sin, removed as we are by several thousand years from the original religious 

practice of animal sacrifice.  But we mustn’t lose the lesson in the language.  What John 

was asserting, through the language of his day, was that God came in Christ to deal with 

our sin in some dramatic and climactic fashion!  Let’s not lose sight of that, whatever 

problems we may or may not have with John’s use of the ancient religious concepts of 

blood sacrifice! 

So then, how do we, a bent and twisted race, receive the benefits of God’s “unbending” 

work as offered to us through Jesus Christ?  Perhaps we see a hint of how it happens in 

what happened the following day, according to our text.  John 1:35-37 says, “The next 

day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, 

he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’  The two disciples heard him say this, and 

they followed Jesus.”  Perhaps it’s through following the Lamb of God that we begin to 

experience all the benefits of God’s unbending work: those benefits won by the Passover 

Lamb – the benefits of freedom from spiritual bondage – the benefits won by the sin 

offering, itself – atonement and forgiveness – and the benefits won by the conquering 

Lamb – who exerts his mighty power to straighten us all out!  Perhaps that’s what John 

the Baptist was trying to say when he said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world!”  And perhaps the apostle John, who wrote the Gospel of John, was 

wanting us to follow the Lamb just as those two disciples did.   

My friends, this is the third in our Epiphany series of sermons entitled “Much Ado About 

Something.”  In this series we are exploring the reasons why we make so much ado about 

the birth of Jesus Christ.  After all, he was just a poor peasant child born in ancient 

Palestine.  Or was he?  In the first sermon of this series we saw that we make much ado 

about Jesus’ birth because he was born as God among us – God in human flesh and 

form.  In last week’s sermon we saw that we make much ado about Jesus’ birth because 

he was born to be our Lord – and not only ours, but also the Lord of all! In this week’s 

sermon we see that we make much ado about Jesus’ birth because he was born to be 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, to include your sin and mine.   

Ours may be a “bent” race but we serve the Great “Unbender” – the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world!  And that’s something that’s worth much ado – don’t you 

think?  But the real question is this: Are you following this Great “Unbender” and being 

unbent by him in the process?  You think about that.  Amen! 

        

 



 

   

   

      


