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HOW LONG, O LORD? 

FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

“How long, O Lord?  Will you forget me forever?” Psalm 13:1 
  

“How long, O Lord?”  Those were the very first words of scripture I ever read as a Christian.  You 
see, I came to faith on the night of July 12

th
, 1981.  The pastor told me to go home and read a Psalm 

and one chapter of Proverbs every day starting with the 13
th
 Psalm and the 13

th
 chapter of Proverbs 

on the morning of July 13
th
.  Yes, “How long, O Lord?” were the first words of scripture I ever read as 

a Christian and those same words are now in the minds and mouths of many people.  “How long, O 
Lord, will this pandemic go on?  How long will we fight to find a cure?  How long will be we confined 
to our homes and only permitted to go out if it is absolutely necessary?  How long will our churches 
be closed?  How long, O Lord?  How long?”  Unfortunately, there are no easy answers to any of 
those questions.  Like you, my heart aches for those who have lost loved ones to this virus.  Like you, 
my heart aches for those who are losing their livelihoods as a consequence of our efforts to contain it.  
Like you, I feel we are all caught between a rock and a hard place with the rock being the need to 
protect ourselves from this pandemic and the hard place being the need to protect the economy upon 
which we all depend.  Like you, I pray for our leaders as they try to thread the needle in making diffi-
cult decisions that keep both of these needs in mind.  “How long, O Lord?  How long?”  But in praying 
this prayer and giving vent to our anxieties, we are also giving expression to our faith and directing 
our deepest concern to the God who loves and cares for us.  And in so doing, we are reminded of the 
many ways that he has already answered our prayers and provided for our needs.  So, after giving 
vent to his anxious frustration, the Psalmist came at last to say, “I trusted in your steadfast love (O 
Lord); my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully 
with me.”  Indeed, God has dealt bountifully with us; he is dealing bountifully with us; and he shall 

WHEN WILL WE REOPEN? 
A WORD FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

 
I sometimes get questions from congregants about when we’ll reopen the church.  I know everyone 
wants to return to in-person worship as soon as possible.  We miss one another, which is a good and 
healthy indicator of our church's sense of community and fellowship!  Knowing that we’ll return to in-
person worship at some point in time, I've asked our Safety Team and Medical Response Team to be-
ginning drafting a plan to reopen the church.  Here's the guidance I have given them as they work to 
develop such a plan.  It's summarized in 3 Ps: Permitted, Prudent, Practical.  
  

 Permitted: We will only reopen our church facility when we are permitted to do so by federal, state, 
local, and ecclesial authority, and we’ll reopen in a manner consistent with the guidance provided 
by those authorities. 

 Prudent: We'll only reopen at a time and in a way that is deemed prudent or wise by our elected 
church council members. 

 Practical: When we do open, we must reopen in a way that is practical given the unique circum-
stances of our church facility coupled with the resources we have to sustain the practices we imple-
ment.  In other words, the plan and protocol for reopening must be within our ability to implement 
and sustain over what could be a considerable amount of time. 

 
Once the Safety Team finalizes a draft plan for reopening, that plan will go to the Church Council for 
approval.  Any decision regarding a date to reopen will rest with the Council.  Information regarding any 
reopening will be communicated via email and our website once that information becomes available.  
Until then, you are encouraged to care for one another as you able, to participate in online worship if 
you can, to invite others into that worship by sharing the weekly invitation email with them, or to read 
the weekly sermon and share it with others each week if you can’t dial or login to worship online.  



 
INTRODUCING YOUR INCOMING PASTOR 

A LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION FROM REV. TODD 
SCRANTON 

 
The Rev. Todd Scranton has been appointed to serve Mountain 
View upon Rev. Gore’s departure for retirement at the end of 
June.  Hopefully, Rev. Scranton will be able to arrive on schedule 
at the beginning of July despite issues and restrictions related to 
COVID-19.  The following is his letter of introduction to the con-
gregation.  He writes:  
  
My journey in life and ministry has carried me through several 
states and a variety of life experiences. I was born in northwest 

Ohio, where both my parents had deep roots. I spend most of my early years in Findlay, though we 
moved away for a time to live on the outskirts of Denver.  I was raised in the church, but ministry was not 
my initial career goal – I earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology at the University of Toledo, and went 
on to graduate school at the University of Washington in Seattle, where I earned a PhD in Neuroscience.   
 
My call to ministry emerged around the same time.  I became deeply involved in campus ministry 
through the Wesley Foundation at the University of Washington.  As my desire to pursue science waned, 
I found myself more and more drawn to work in the church, doing youth ministry and other family pro-
grams at Redmond UMC outside Seattle.   
 
I finally made the full change in 2001 and enrolled in seminary at Saint Paul School of Theology in Kan-
sas City, Missouri.  I took my first appointment as a student local pastor the same year.  I graduated from 
seminary in 2004, and took my first full-time appointment serving the Grangeville, Nez Perce, and 
Whitebird UMC’s in central Idaho as part of the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference. I was ordained an 
Elder in that conference in 2007, and served St. Paul’s UMC in Spokane, WA, and Simpson UMC in Pull-
man, WA before moving to the former Yellowstone Annual Conference and Grace UMC in Missoula, MT.   
 
My wife, Alexandra (Alex) and I were married in 2007. Alex is the Director of Science and Research for 
Women’s Voices for the Earth (WVE), a non-profit that works on environmental issues that affect the 
health of women and children.  WVE was in Missoula, but now has staff in Denver, so she will continue 
in that position, working remotely from home.  We have two daughters, Eliza, currently in 6

th
 grade, and 

Susanna, currently in 4
th
.  We are a musical family – both girls sing and take piano lessons, and Eliza 

began learning the clarinet in 5
th
 grade.  Alex and both girls play in the Bell choir at Grace UMC.  I have 

played both piano and trombone, and have done formal vocal training, which I have used in both church 
and community choral groups (currently the Missoula Symphony Chorale). We also enjoy exploring the 
outdoors, photography, and travel.    
 
We look forward to the new adventures that await us in ministry and life in the community of Woodland 

Park!   

FAREWELL TO KAREN COOPER 
 

It is with the deepest of appreciation that we bid farewell to Karen Cooper after 20 years of faithful and 
highly effective service as our Office Administrator.  For nearly half the life of this congregation, Karen 
provided excellent service and sage advice to a series of pastors and a host of volunteers.  In the pro-
cess of doing that, she either directly or indirectly enriched the lives of us all.  It’s hard to estimate the 
true impact of her service among us but we can be confident that Christ has taken notice of her work 
and has already pronounced his benediction upon it: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant…well 
done indeed!  Enjoy your retirement!”  Please take a moment to reach out to Karen by card, call, or 
email to express your appreciation for her exceptional work and her faithful friendship these past 20 
years.  Her latest contact information may be found in the church’s online directory.  To gain access to 
that directory, go to:  https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login.    
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KARENS FAREWELL MESSAGE TO THE CONGREGATION 

Thank you to everyone for the notes, cards, calls and well wishes on 

my retirement. I have met a lot of people during my time at Mountain 

View, and many have resulted in ongoing, long-term friendships which  

I hope to continue and grow in the future. Russ and I are getting settled 

in our new home in Colorado Springs and being closer to family is 

great. Feel free to keep in touch at kakicooper7612@gmail.com, 719-

687-7612 or 201 Grand Blvd., Colorado Springs CO 80911. 

 
INTRODUCING YOUR NEW CHURCH SECRETARY 

 
In case you missed it, we have hired Alicia Tangeman to 
replace Karen Cooper who retired at the end of April.  
The following is Alicia’s letter of introduction to the con-
gregation. 
 
Hello everyone!  I’m excited to join the MVUMC commu-
nity.  My name is Alicia Tangeman, born and raised in 
the suburbs of Kansas City.  I grew up in Olathe, KS with 
3 siblings, an older brother and 2 younger sisters.  I 
graduated high school from Olathe East and went on to 
pursue a degree in journalism from the University of Kan-

sas.  I initially graduated with my Bachelors in Journalism from KU in 1999.  Shortly after finishing 
my journalism degree, I decided to go back to school for nursing.  I graduated from KU again in 
2003 with my Bachelors of Science in Nursing.  Nursing became my primary career focus and 
remained that way for a few years.  I met my husband, Darrin, towards the end of high school and 
we reconnected as I was graduating nursing school.  Darrin and I married in March of 2004 and 
moved to NC for his military career in May of 2004.  We spent over a year in NC and were 
blessed with our daughter Kristen in December of 2005.  The first several years following her birth 
were a whirlwind, my husband was deployed for the better half of 3 years and we moved from NC 
to KS to CO.  Kristen and I initially moved to CO In April of 2006.  Darrin joined us once he gradu-
ated ranger school in May of that year.  He was stationed at Fort Carson and I worked minimal 
hours at what was once Memorial Hospital Central, now UCH Central.  I worked in cardiac ICU 
and then onto the post anesthesia care unit (PACU) where hours were more conducive to family 
life.  We were blessed, once again, with our youngest daughter Kiera in November of 
2008.  Shortly after her birth, 3 weeks to be exact, we moved to CA.  We lived in Monterrey, CA 
for 18 months, long enough for my husband to finish one of his many degrees.  While living in CA 
I worked minimal hours at SVMH as a RN, but my primary focus has and always will be our fami-
ly.  In July of 2010 we moved back to CO Springs where my husband finished out his military ca-
reer and since moved on to other things, bringing us to Woodland Park in August of 2018.  We’ve 
been happy to call Woodland Park our home for about 2 years now.  We all look forward to meet-
ing the community at MVUMC once all the restrictions of social distancing are lifted.   Until then, 
stay healthy! 

Page 3 



Page 4 

 
INTRODUCING YOUR STAFF PARISH RELA-

TIONS COMMITTEE 
 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is a 
standing committee of the church. Chief among the 
SPRC’s duties are the tasks of encouraging, 
strengthening, nurturing, and supporting the pastor 
and staff while also promoting unity within the con-
gregation. The SPRC members are always available 
to receive your suggestions for strengthening the 
overall ministry of our staff and congregation. Please 
feel free to contact any of the following members to 
share your ideas or input: Lynda Morgan (Chair), 
Craig Miller, Lydia Eells, Orestes Pino, Trudy Feld-
hauser, Jo Lied, Angela Thelin, Elaine Gould, Beth 
Tinsley, Stephanie Witman, Joe Baumgardner (Lay 
Leader). Contact information is available in the 
church directory located on our website at: https://
www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login.  

FREE ONLINE BIBLE STUDY THROUGH THE  
UPPER ROOM 

CREATING A LIFE WITH GOD 
 
God is near, even when we are socially distant from 
nearly everyone else. During these uncertain times, 
author and Academy for Spiritual Formation faculty 
member Dan Wolpert reminds us to set aside time to 
create new life with God, especially now.  Recalling 
his own longing for a “deep conversation with God,” 
Dan encourages us to go beyond rote, formulaic 
prayers. In his book Creating a Life with God, he 
explains that “life with God... is about taking on the 
mind of Christ, a process that is a journey, the jour-
ney of prayer.”  Recognizing that these are challeng-
ing days, The Upper Room is offering this online 
learning experience without charge. Join us in these 
uncertain times as we explore how classical prayer 
practices can help you create a new life with God.  
Go to the following link to register.  Creating a Life 
With God.  Please let Pastor Michael know if you’ll 
be taking this class online so he can keep track of 
the total number of persons in the congregation who 
are doing so.  He can be reached at: 
mtviewumcpastor@gmail.com.    

 

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE - Assuming we are per-
mitted to do so given COVID-19 restrictions, our 

youth will host their annual rummage sale on Satur-
day, June 6 from 7:00 am until 1:00 pm. Donations 

may be dropped off in the church basement. Our 

youth group is small but mighty and determined to 
continue making a difference by participating in mis-

sion projects nationally and locally. Please NO 
clothing or broken items and ABSOLUTELY NO 

ELECTRONICS. The cost to dispose of electronics 

HOLY HOSPITALITY HOSTS 
Holy Hospitality has been suspended in light of 
COVID-19 restrictions.  Please stay tuned for infor-
mation about when/if it will resume. 
 
January - Bell Choir 
February - Educational & Children’s Ministry Team 
 (Living Bible class, Contemporary Christian 
 Roundtable; Children/Youth) 
March - Nominating & Lay Leadership Committee 
April - Educational Ministry Team & Children/Youth 
 (Adult Fellowship, Women’s Enrichment, 
 Mountain View Marthas, Youth) 
May - Integrational Ministry Team 
 Stephen Ministry, Food  & Kitchen Ministries  
June - Chancel Choir 
July - Trustees  
August - Mission Committee 
September - Mountain View Marthas 
October - Worship Committee 
November - Finance Committee 

HELP NEEDED 
 

Are you and your children or grandchildren looking for a service project during this time of quarantine 
and isolation? Our Teller County seniors would enjoy a picture or note of encouragement as they are 
unable to take part in their usual social activities. Our own Jerry Burnham is at the Senior Center at 321 
N. Pine, Monday - Friday from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm. The seniors call and order five prepared meals 
which are provided for pickup or delivery each Monday noon, and these friendly notes would brighten 
their day. If possible, please drop them off no later than Friday for the next Monday distribution. 

https://upperroom.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=dbceefcb66&e=d5782f8f4d
https://upperroom.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=d354927cce&e=d5782f8f4d
https://upperroom.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=d354927cce&e=d5782f8f4d
mailto:mtviewumcpastor@gmail.com


 CHURCH EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
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ADULT LEARNING AND SHARING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN ROUNDTABLE 
is currently meeting online on Sundays at 9:00 am, 
until the church reopens, to study the book The 
Great Spiritual Migration: How the World’s Largest 
Religion Is Seeking A Better Way To Be Christian 
by Brian McLaren. Participants will need to order 
their own copies of these books from Amazon or 
some other supplier. You are welcome to attend 
and participate in the discussion even if you are 
unable to acquire these books.  For the latest 
meeting information, please contact Fred at 719-
661-3980 for further information 
 
LIVING BIBLE CLASS is currently meeting 
online and will resume in-person meetings when 
the church reopens.  Please contact Tim Rucker at 
719-689-5510 for information. 

 
 
VOICES IN PRAYER: Is currently on hold until 
services resume at the church.  When that hap-
pens, Voices in Prayer will meet Sunday morning 
immediately following worship at the front of the 
sanctuary to pray for concerns that have been 
shared during worship. 
 
WOMENS ENRICHMENT MINISTRY-WEM 
  
Is currently on hold until services resume at the 
church.  Contact Vickie Huffor 719-330-8801 or 
Sharon Pletcher at 719-339-7444 for the latest 
information. 
 
SOLOS - Singles group is currently on hold but 
typically meets the first and third Friday of each 
month. Contact Jim Grover at 719-687-1239 or 
719-210-1044 for further information. 

MOUNTAIN 

VIEW 
MARTHAS 

 
MOUNTAIN VIEW MARTHAS 
will not meet during the month of 
May due to church closure. 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:30 AM 

 
Mountain View is worshipping online until such time as we are 
able to reopen our facilities.  A weekly invitation to online worship 
is emailed to everyone in our congregational database.  The invi-
tation includes a phone number for dialing into the service as well 
as a link for those wishing to connect via computer.  You can also 
find information on our website at the following link:  https://
www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-worship-information.  You 
are encouraged to share this information with your FRANs – 
Friends, Relative, Associates, and Neighbors.  What a wonderful 
way to spread the word that “Jesus is Risen” in a time when so 
many need the help and hope that Jesus gives!      

 

https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-worship-information
https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-worship-information


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
2020 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 
  6 - Val Carr 

  6 - Ingrid Weihe 
  7 - Keith Sheldon 

  8 - Clas Thelin 

  9 - Marcia Myers 

11 - Savannah Williams 
12 - Avery Morgan 

12 - Angela Thelin 
15 - Debby Elliott 

16 - Kay Sanchez 

19 - John Schafer 
20 - Scott Mosher 

26 - Margaret McKinney 
30 - Charles Schroeder 

30 - Linda Arthur 
30 - Madelyn Elliott 

30 - Ceacy Thatcher 

31 - Marci Nickelsburg 

 

 
2020 MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 1 - Rich & Debbie Resling 

 3 - Gary & Stephanie Brown 

 3 - Bryan & Judy Critchlow 
 5 - David & Vicki Sapp 

 9 - Jo & Bob Lied 
10 - Keith & Maryanne Sheldon 

14 - C.W. & Linda Thompson 
28 - Bruce & Hadi Gibbons 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP BREAKFASTS - CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 
Do you like breakfast? Would you like to fellowship with your friends from church? There are three groups that 
meet for breakfast on a regular basis. 
 
The Men's Emmaus Alumni Group meets at the Hungry Bear restaurant every Wednesday at 7:00 am. 
 
The Women's Emmaus Alumni Group meets the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at the 
church. Graduates of the Emmaus Retreat Program, or those interested in learning more, are welcome to at-
tend. 
 
An open Men's Fellowship breakfast meets at Grandmother’s Kitchen every Friday at 7:30 am.  
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WOMEN’S SECOND 

CUP OF COFFEE 
 

CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 
Calling All Women to Second Cup of Coffee at 
9:00 am the second and fourth Tuesdays. Lyd-
ia Eells is hostess, and the group will meet in 
her home at 785 Westwood Trace, Woodland 
Park. We have a core group of relationship 
building ladies and invite others to join us.  

IS YOUR PICTURE IN OUR 
ONLINE DIRECTORY? 

 
Did you know, we have an online pictorial di-
rectory? Is your picture in it? Please send an 
electronic photo to the church office and we’ll 
ensure your picture appears in it. The directory 
is located at https://
www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login. 
Call the church office should you need assis-
tance.   

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

CANCELLED IF THE CHURCH IS CLOSED 
  
Sunday, May 9 
 Youth Lock-in 
Sunday, May 10  9:30 am 
 Mother’s Day Tea 
Tuesday, June 9  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 Terrific Tuesday 
Tuesday, July 24  10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 Terrific Tuesday 
Wednesday - Friday, Aug 5-7 5:30-8:00 pm 
 Vacation Bible School 

https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login
https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login


Mission Opportunities! 

2020 COMMUNION OFFERINGS 

Jan - Teller Senior Coalition - $814 
Feb - Habitat for Humanity-$1,720 

Mar - TCRAS-$1,028 
Apr - UMCOR-$1,100 

May - Woodland Park Senior Center 

Jun - Conference Offering ~  

Jul  - Status: Code 4 
Aug - Accessibility Fund 

Sep - Focus on the Forest 
Oct - UMCOR—Bahama Hurricanes 

Nov - Mt. Carmel Veteran Center 

Woodland Park/Teller County 
Community Cupboard 

and 
Divide Food Pantry 

 
Community Cupboard hours: 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 9:30—11:30 am  
The Little Chapel Food Pantry in Divide distribution 
dates are Mondays, May 11 & 25. 
 
Little Chapel Food Pantry continues to need clean 
plastic bags and egg cartons. There are containers in 
the narthex for these items. 

 

 

Red Bird Mission participates in the following for sup-
port of their School: You collect the box tops from Gen-
eral Mill’s products and bring them to church and put in 
the in the plastic container located in the narthex, we 
will then send them to Red Bird Mission and they will 
redeem the box tops for items or cash for their School. 
Thank you for helping support Red Bird Mission. 

DONATIONS IN ONE LOCATION 
 

Nestled all together now in the Narthex by the north entrance are the Mission Team containers for 
donations of: plastic bags (Walmart style), used eyeglasses, dead batteries, old cell phones, Gen-
eral Mills box tops, and egg cartons. 

Out of the Pews, Over the Walls, Into the World 

MAY COMMUNION – MISSION OFFERING 

CAREPORTAL 

As you know, on the first Sunday of the month, 
when we typically take communion, we also receive 
a special offering for some mission organization.  
This month, the Mission Team has selected the 
Care Portal to receive our offering online.  What is 
the Care Portal?  It’s a means of connecting 
churches with needy families in the community.  
How does it work?  A child welfare professional 
identifies a need and then submits a request in-
to the Care Portal’s platform, which quickly sends a 
message to participating churches nearby. Each 
church can respond directly back to the caseworker 
when they are able to meet the need.  You can join 
the Mountain View team of Care Portal volunteers 
by contacting Wendy Davis on our Mission Team 
and she will add you to the system.  She can be 
reached at: wendylouzeller@aol.com. You can also 
give to support the work by going to the following 
link: https://www.careportal.org/give/.   Thank you 
for your support! 

INVITATIONAL MINISTRY MOMENT 
NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO INVITE OTHERS TO WOR-

SHIP! 

Your Invitational Ministry Team would like to remind you 
to keep up the good work of inviting others to share in 
our Sunday online worship service.  You are already 
doing a great job at this as our guest attendance num-
bers clearly indicate. Every week we have numerous 
guests joining us online to worship Jesus.  Just think 
about it…this time of social distancing really is one of the 
best opportunities we have to invite new folks to partake 
in worship with us.  It’s just so easy to send an email 
inviting them to worship, and it’s so comfy for them to 
join our worship by simply dialing in or logging on from 
home.   Just picture it – no fancy clothes, no sometimes 
awkward meeting of new people, and no time spent trav-
eling to get to the church facility.  And then maybe they 
won’t want to miss out on face-to-face worship when we 
finally return to the building to sing praises to our Lord 
and Savior!  There is always room for more!  And at a 
time when we need it most, all who come can be truly 
blessed with God’s peace, thru Jesus Christ, in our wor-
ship time together!  Look for the weekly online worship 
invitation in your email inbox and forward it to your 
friends, or direct them to our church website to learn 
more at:  https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-
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Finance Facts from Finance Committee reports emailed prior to 
finance meeting on third Tuesday of the month. 
 
And COVID-19 Tips for protecting yourself 
 
Printed pages that are included in the scanned version 


