
A God Who Watches Over All! 

Psalm 139:1-12, 17-18 

Hurricane Dorian tore through the Caribbean and up the east coast of the United States 

earlier this week.  Perhaps hardest hit was the Bahamas – that chain of 700+ islands off 

the Florida Coast – which suffered massive devastation when Dorian struck.  Homes were 

demolished, streets were flooded, lives were lost.  Nevertheless, in the wake of that 

destruction, I came across an interview with the Reverend Kelli Jolly, a Bahamian and a 

minister of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean.  In that interview, Jolly said: 

"God is with us even when we don’t know where to turn, when we feel abandoned or 

helpless, when we are left without anything material to speak of, when we are left in 

surprise and awe over the unexpected power in these storms, when we no longer believe 

that there’s anything good left to believe in… When we have friends, family and strangers 

who hear our cries and are able to help rescue us, God is with us…When we feel a nudge 

that says move somewhere safer, or stay still, God’s voice is there…God is in the reality 

of the…technology that now allows us to (send) texts and posts on social media when all 

landlines have been destroyed…God is with families who will stand after all of this is over 

without knowing how or why they survived. God is with us when we grieve over our 

present realities and the people and things the storm strips away…God is here in the 

coming together of community that will console and restore…God is with us in the 

cleansing of our coral reefs by way of the storm and in the changing seasons that bring a 

time of relief from fear of such events… At this time we can find much positivity - we can 

share, console, help and give, trusting that no matter what, God is with us.”1 

I must confess, when I first read those words I wondered if perhaps they were not some 

form of mild madness or delusional denial.  After all, who in their right mind could look at 

Dorian’s devastation, and not wonder, “Where was God when all of that happened; and 

where is he now?” And I suspect that’s the question many are asking themselves today.  

It’s an honest question and one I don’t wish to diminish.  And yet, Reverend Jolly is not 

altogether wrong in seeing God’s presence despite Dorian’s devastation.  For God is with 

us in all those good and caring gifts that she describes – gifts that come our way even 

when we are surrounded by such terrible human suffering and such devastating natural 

evil.   

In fact, if we should think that Reverend Jolly is suffering from some sort of mild madness 

or delusional denial in sensing God’s presence in the wake of this storm, shouldn’t we 

also say that those who deny God’s presence in the midst of life’s goodness are also 

suffering from some form of mild madness or delusional denial of their own?  For who in 

their right mind could look upon the beauty of a Colorado landscape, or feel the warmth 

of a late summer sun, or the gentle caress of a late summer breeze, who in their right 

 
1 “Is God present - even amid hurricane’s wrath?” Published by the World Council of Churches on 
September 4, 2019.  Posted at: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/is-god-present-even-
amid-hurricanes-wrath 
 



mind could hear the scree of an eagle floating high overhead, or see three proud buck 

grazing in the grass behind their home, and then deny the reality or the presence of some 

Great Goodness that we call God?   

No, people of faith do not deny the reality of suffering or evil.  Nor do they deny the reality 

of that Great Goodness in whom we live, and move, and have our being! (Acts 17:28) 

Rather, people of faith recognize the reality of both good and evil, and choose, in light of 

these realities, to center their lives in that Great Goodness that we call God!  We see this 

attitude of faith reflected in the 139th Psalm.  Psalm 139 is a psalm that begins by 

celebrating the presence and goodness of God and then ends by decrying the 

wickedness and evil that exists in others and, incidentally, the wickedness and evil that 

exists is us all. 

In the first six verses of this psalm, the Psalmist reminds us that God knows us and loves 

us!  “O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when 

I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my lying 

down, and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, 

you know it completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.” (Ps. 139:1-6) 

Here the Psalmist reminds us that God knows us completely; he knows where we are; he 

knows what we’re doing; he knows what we’re thinking; he knows what we’re saying.  And 

knowing all of this, he still draws near to “…hem us in, behind and before,” (to) lay his 

hand of love and blessing on us! (See Ps. 139:5) Yes, God knows us and loves us! 

The next six verses remind us that God not only knows us and loves us, but God is with 

us and holds us! “Where can I go from your spirit?” the Psalmist asks. “Or where can I 

flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, 

you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, ‘Surely 

the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,’ even the darkness 

is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you.” (Psalm 

139:7-12)  

Here, the Psalmist echoes the sentiment of Reverend Jolly. God is with us in heaven and 

God is with us in Sheol – the rough Old Testament equivalent of hell.  (Ps. 139:8) Not 

only is God with us in heaven and hell but God is with us in the light and in the darkness, 

too! (Ps. 139:11-12) He is with us in the heaven of a Caribbean vacation, and he is with 

us in the hell of a violent storm!  He is with us on a sunny, sandy beach in the Bahamas, 

and he is with us in the dark, wet wake of Dorian, as well!  Wherever we find ourselves, 

whether it be the far-off eastern horizon which the Psalmist calls “the wings of the 

morning” or the far-off western horizon which the Psalmist calls “the farthest limits of the 

sea,” even there, God’s hand shall lead us and his right hand shall hold us fast! (Ps. 

139:9-10) Yes, God is with us and he holds us! 

The next six verses remind us that God not only knows us and loves us, is with us and 

holds us, but he has made us and owns us, too!   “For it was you who formed my inward 



parts,” the Psalmist writes, “… (it was) you (who) knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I 

know very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in 

secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed 

substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of 

them as yet existed. How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum 

of them! I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still 

with you.” (Ps. 139:13-18) Yes, God made us. He formed our inward parts.  He knit us 

together in the womb.  We are fearfully and wonderfully made by God.  (Ps. 139:13) And 

because he made us, he owns us; we are his!  We are part of his wonderful works – his 

wonderful works – for we belong to him! (Ps. 139:14)    

These, then, are the primary realities that are seen and seized on by the faithful: God 

knows us and loves us! God is with us and holds us! God made us and owns us!  We are 

his!  He is ours! We are not alone no matter what evil befalls us!  This is the sunshine in 

which we walk each day by trusting faith.  But faith is not blind to the darker realities of 

our world, as we have seen.  Sheol is real and darkness lurks on every hand.  And so, 

the psalm takes a sudden and disturbing turn in its last six verse.  It acknowledges the 

very real presence of the evil around us and the evil within us – and it does so in a very 

violent way!  

“O that you would kill the wicked, O God” the Psalmist cries, “and that the bloodthirsty 

would depart from me – those who speak of you maliciously, and lift themselves up 

against you for evil! Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? And do I not loathe those 

who rise up against you? I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies.” 

(Psalm139:19-22) Then, perhaps sensing that he had overstepped his bounds and 

uttered something wicked from the wickedness in his own heart, the Psalmist prayed, 

saying: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if 

there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (Ps. 139:23-24) 

Indeed, we live in a world plagued by evil and suffering.  Much of this evil and suffering 

originates in the evil actions and attitudes of the wicked, the bloodthirsty, and the 

malicious.  Much of this evil, also, resides in our own hearts, such as in our desires for 

revenge (O that you would kill the wicked, O God…) or in our hatred of others (Do I not 

hate those who hate you, O Lord? And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? I 

hate them with perfect hatred.)  Indeed, we live in a world plagued by evil and suffering – 

our own and others.  And besides these human evils, there are natural evils not mentioned 

by the Psalmist that plague us too – hurricanes and tornados, sicknesses and plagues, 

famine and want.   

Faith is not blind to any of these evils, though the faithful do their best to rise above them 

and refrain from them.  Rather, faith chooses not to be blinded by evil or suffering.  

Instead, faith focuses its vision on the great goodness that surrounds us on each and 

every side, and especially on that Great Goodness that watches over all – that Great 

Goodness that we call God! That is the focus of the faithful’s vision.  And that’s why, in 



the twenty-four verses of the 139th Psalm, eighteen of them focus on the God who 

watches over all, and the sunshine that the knowledge of his presence casts upon our 

days!    

This is, my friends, the last in a series of sermons on Life With God! At its bottom, life with 

God is life with God!  It begins in a Love That Will Not Let Us Go!  It continues with A Faith 

That Follows In The Dark! A Trust That Holds No Matter What! A Hope That Brightens 

Up Our Days! and A Host Of Helpers – Near And Far! And it finally ends where it began, 

with A God Who Watches Over All!   

So then, no matter what evil we encounter in this world, let us never forget the God who 

watches over all – the God who knows us and loves us! The God who is with us and holds 

us! The God who made us and owns us!  We are his!  He is ours! We are not alone in this 

world, no matter what evil befalls us! And so, it is to this God that we finally pray: “Where 

can we go from your spirit, O God? Or where can we flee from your presence? If we 

ascend to heaven, you are there; if we make our beds in Sheol, you are there. If we take 

the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand 

shall lead us, and your right hand shall hold us fast.” (Ps. 139:7-10) And all God’s people 

said…Amen! 


