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Rev. Michael Gore 

A CROSS IN THE DARKNESS 

This will be my last newsletter article as your pastor.  I’ll save my goodbyes for a later correspondence 
but I want to share a brief story that summarizes my sentiments at this time.  A few months ago, before 
the seasonal time-change, when the mornings were still dark and the days were still chill, I would rise 
before sunup, go to my office, sit by my window, and read the bible and say my prayers.  Now there’s a 
lamppost down the street from my house and it was always the only light shining at that time.  And 
somehow, in some way that only some scientist can explain, the light from that lamppost would pass 
through the screen on my window and be diffused into the shape of a perfect cross, so that the warm 
orange glow of a cross would greet me every morning reminding me of my Savior.    It’s hard to de-
scribe the comfort and encouragement I received from that simple sight.   

The sun rises earlier now and is up before I am so it’s been awhile since I last saw that cross, but I still 
find my Savior near me every morning nonetheless.  For the past 40 years I’ve done my best to follow 
him and to point others to him.  For the past 4 years we have followed him together and I’ve done my 
best to point you in his direction.  I hope you have seen him as the bright light shining at the end of my 
pointing finger.  When I leave Mountain View in a few weeks, I’ll leave you with Christ and in the care of 
another shepherd.  But I look forward to seeing you again, if not in this life, then in the life to come.  For 
like moths drawn to a bright light in the darkness, I trust we shall all gather together again some day to 
dance around that Bright Light that shines in the darkest night!  Until then, be encouraged.  He is shin-
ing just down your street and waiting to be seen.  Look for him and you’ll find him, as always, shining in 
the darkness…awaiting you at dawn.  God bless you…always!  Amen. 

WHEN WILL WE REOPEN? 

A WORD FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

As of this writing, the Mountain View Safety Team and the church’s Medical Response Team have final-
ized the draft reopening protocol.  That protocol is based on federal, state, local, and ecclesial guid-
ance.  On June 10th, the Church Council will meet to review that protocol and discuss issues surround-
ing the matter of reopening.  Whatever the Council may decide regarding the timing of reopening, 
please be advised that they must first request permission from the Bishop or her designee before they 
can reopen the church for in-person worship.  That requirement has been established by the Bishop to 
ensure that all United Methodist churches in the Mountain Sky Annual Conference have taken all nec-
essary and prudent measures required to reopen their churches safely and well.  Finally, please be 
aware of the fact that worship will be very different from what it once was – at least in the beginning and 
probably for some months to follow – as we seek to comply with the latest and best public health infor-
mation and guidance.  We want to ensure that any who wish to worship in-person are kept safe while 
doing so.  In any event, we anticipate continuing online worship beyond any reopening date so all per-
sons can continue to participate in worship despite health restrictions which might otherwise prevent 
their physical presence. 



 

 
 

INTRODUCING YOUR INCOMING PASTOR 
A LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION FROM REV. TODD SCRANTON 

The Rev. Todd Scranton has been appointed to serve Mountain View upon Rev. 
Gore’s departure for retirement at the end of June.  Hopefully, Rev. Scranton 
will be able to arrive on schedule at the beginning of July despite issues and 
restrictions related to COVID-19.  The following is his letter of introduction to the 
congregation.  He writes:   

My journey in life and ministry has carried me through several states and a vari-
ety of life experiences. I was born in northwest Ohio, where both my parents 

had deep roots. I spend most of my early years in Findlay, though we moved away for a time to live on 
the outskirts of Denver.  I was raised in the church, but ministry was not my initial career goal – I earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Biology at the University of Toledo, and went on to graduate school at the Uni-
versity of Washington in Seattle, where I earned a PhD in Neuroscience.   

My call to ministry emerged around the same time.  I became deeply involved in campus ministry 
through the Wesley Foundation at the University of Washington.  As my desire to pursue science waned, 
I found myself more and more drawn to work in the church, doing youth ministry and other family pro-
grams at Redmond UMC outside Seattle.   

I finally made the full change in 2001 and enrolled in seminary at Saint Paul School of Theology in Kan-
sas City, Missouri.  I took my first appointment as a student local pastor the same year.  I graduated from 
seminary in 2004, and took my first full-time appointment serving the Grangeville, Nez Perce, and 
Whitebird UMC’s in central Idaho as part of the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference. I was ordained an 
Elder in that conference in 2007, and served St. Paul’s UMC in Spokane, WA, and Simpson UMC in Pull-
man, WA before moving to the former Yellowstone Annual Conference and Grace UMC in Missoula, MT.   

My wife, Alexandra (Alex) and I were married in 2007. Alex is the Director of Science and Research for 
Women’s Voices for the Earth (WVE), a non-profit that works on environmental issues that affect the 
health of women and children.  WVE was in Missoula, but now has staff in Denver, so she will continue 
in that position, working remotely from home.  We have two daughters, Eliza, currently in 6

th
 grade, and 

Susanna, currently in 4
th
.  We are a musical family – both girls sing and take piano lessons, and Eliza 

began learning the clarinet in 5
th
 grade.  Alex and both girls play in the Bell choir at Grace UMC.  I have 

played both piano and trombone, and have done formal vocal training, which I have used in both church 
and community choral groups (currently the Missoula Symphony Chorale). We also enjoy exploring the 
outdoors, photography, and travel.    

We look forward to the new adventures that await us in ministry and life in the community of Woodland 
Park!   

WANT TO GROW? 
ONLINE COURSES ARE AVAILABLE 

Are you wanting to convert this time of physical distancing into spiritual growth?  Then check out the 
many courses offered online through the Upper Room.  Numerous courses are offered at little cost.  For 
more information go to the following website: https://urelearning.upperroom.org/courses. And of course, 
The Upper Room website is  a great place to go for a wealth of spiritual resources.  Check it out at: 
https://www.upperroom.org/. You might also want to take some time to browse the official website of 
the United Methodist Church.  There’s a wealth of free information there on Who We Are, What We Be-
lieve, How We Serve, and the Ways We Grow.  Visit it at: https://www.umc.org/en/.  You might also 
check out the various program agencies of the United Methodist Church to learn more about their work.  
You can find them listed at the following site with links to their own pages:  https://www.umc.org/en/
content/agencies.  So just don’t sit there during this time…grow and do something!          
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*ATTENTION* 
 
FAREWELL DRIVE BY !!!  

DATE: June 13, 2020 
(Saturday)  

PLACE: MOUNTAIN VIEW UMC 

1101 Rampart Range 
Road Woodland Park, 
CO.  

TIME: 10:00am to 12:00pm  

By having this “Farewell Drive By”, our church members will have the opportunity to say a 
final farewell to Pastor Michael Gore and our past secretary Karen Cooper.  

Pastor Michael and Karen will be standing at the back entrance (east entrance) of the 
church.  

INSTRUCTIONS:  Vehicles will arrive alphabetically every 1/2 
hour—Beginning with last names: A - F arrive at 10:00 am to 
10:30 am.  G - L arrive at 10:30 am to 11:00 am.  M - R arrive 
11:00 am to 11:30 am.  S through Z arrive 11:30 am to 12:00 
noon.  Vehicles will drive on the south side driveway when arriving 
Please get in line and remain in your car - No one is allowed to 
leave their cars, NO PARKING and No walking up. Drive forward 
Stop in front of Pastor Michael and Karen for a SHORT farewell 
Keep social distance Then drive forward and down the north side 
to exit There will be cones and signage entering and exiting Our 
Security Team Members will be on site The City police have been 
notified of our activity  

As for any gift giving for Pastor Michael or Karen: Feel free to express your thoughtfulness 
with a card or flowers or other.  

Pastor Michael has asked that if you feel compelled to give a gift - AND NO GIFTS ARE 
EXPECTED since your friendship and support for Pastor Michael these past 4 years have 
been gift enough - but if you want to leave a gift for him and his family then they ask that 
you give to the church in their honor. To quote Pastor Michael: “We love the church and 
want to ensure it is well prepared for the future!”  Likewise, Karen asks for now gifts but if 
you feel compelled to give then please donate to your favorite charity in her honor.   

Through our Staff and Parish Relations Committee we will be presenting a small memorabil-
ia gift to Pastor Michael and Karen from all of us!! A picture of these gifts will be provided in 
our July / Mountain View Messenger Newsletter.  
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City Market Community Rewards Program 

Dear Mountain View United Methodist Church, 
 
Congratulations on your enrollment into the King Soopers or City Market Community Rewards 
Program. Your participants may begin enrolling upon receipt of this email. 
 
You have been assigned a new NPO (Non-Profit Organization) number KV972. Please refer to 
this number in all future correspondence. 
 
To Use the King Soopers or City Market Community Rewards Program: 
Simply encourage your participants to visit the appropriate link below: 
For King Soopers Stores - go to http://www.kingsoopers.com 
For City Market Stores - go to http://www.citymarket.com 

Once logged into their King Soopers or City Market account they can search for Mountain View 
United Methodist Church either by name or KV972 and then click Enroll. New users will need to 
create an account which requires some basic information, a valid email address and a loyalty 
card. 
 
*Customers must have a registered King Soopers or City Market loyalty card account to link to 
your organization. If a member does not yet have a King Soopers or City Market loyalty card, 
please let them know they are available at the customer service desk at any King Soopers or City 
Market 
 
REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your organization until after your participants register 
their loyalty card. Participants must swipe their registered King Soopers or City Market loyalty 
card or use the phone number that is related to their registered King Soopers or City Market loy-
alty card when shopping for each purchase to count. 
 
Thank you! 
King Soopers or City Market Community Rewards Department 

For additional information please contact Wendy Davis @ wendylouzeller@aol.com or  

719-660-8953. 

HELP NEEDED 
 

Are you and your children or grandchildren looking for a service project during this time of quaran-
tine and isolation? Our Teller County seniors would enjoy a picture or note of encouragement as 
they are unable to take part in their usual social activities. Our own Jerry Burnham is at the Senior 
Center at 321 N. Pine, Monday - Friday from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm. The seniors call and order five 
prepared meals which are provided for pickup or delivery each Monday noon, and these friendly 
notes would brighten their day. If possible, please drop them off no later than Friday for the next 
Monday distribution 
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INTRODUCING YOUR STAFF PARISH RE-

LATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is a 
standing committee of the church. Chief among the 
SPRC’s duties are the tasks of encouraging, 
strengthening, nurturing, and supporting the pastor 
and staff while also promoting unity within the con-
gregation. The SPRC members are always available 
to receive your suggestions for strengthening the 
overall ministry of our staff and congregation. Please 
feel free to contact any of the following members to 
share your ideas or input: Lynda Morgan (Chair), 
Craig Miller, Lydia Eells, Orestes Pino, Trudy Feld-
hauser, Jo Lied, Angela Thelin, Elaine Gould, Beth 
Tinsley, Stephanie Witman, Joe Baumgardner (Lay 
Leader). Contact information is available in the 
church directory located on our website at: https://
www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login.  

FREE ONLINE BIBLE STUDY THROUGH THE  
UPPER ROOM 

CREATING A LIFE WITH GOD 
 
God is near, even when we are socially distant from 
nearly everyone else. During these uncertain times, 
author and Academy for Spiritual Formation faculty 
member Dan Wolpert reminds us to set aside time to 
create new life with God, especially now.  Recalling 
his own longing for a “deep conversation with God,” 
Dan encourages us to go beyond rote, formulaic 
prayers. In his book Creating a Life with God, he 
explains that “life with God... is about taking on the 
mind of Christ, a process that is a journey, the jour-
ney of prayer.”  Recognizing that these are challeng-
ing days, The Upper Room is offering this online 
learning experience without charge. Join us in these 
uncertain times as we explore how classical prayer 
practices can help you create a new life with God.  
Go to the following link to register.  Creating a Life 
With God.  Please let Pastor Michael know if you’ll 
be taking this class online so he can keep track of 
the total number of persons in the congregation who 
are doing so.  He can be reached at: 
mtviewumcpastor@gmail.com.    

HOLY HOSPITALITY HOSTS 
Holy Hospitality has been suspended in light of 
COVID-19 restrictions.  Please stay tuned for infor-
mation about when/if it will resume. 
 
January - Bell Choir 
February - Educational & Children’s Ministry Team 
 (Living Bible class, Contemporary Christian 
 Roundtable; Children/Youth) 
March - Nominating & Lay Leadership Committee 
April - Educational Ministry Team & Children/Youth 
 (Adult Fellowship, Women’s Enrichment, 
 Mountain View Marthas, Youth) 
May - Integrational Ministry Team 
 Stephen Ministry, Food  & Kitchen Ministries  
June - Chancel Choir 
July - Trustees  
August - Mission Committee 
September - Mountain View Marthas 
October - Worship Committee 
November - Finance Committee 
December - Invitational Ministry Team 

WORSHIP ONLINE 
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:30 AM 

Mountain View is worshipping online until such time 
as we are able to reopen our facilities.  A weekly invi-
tation to online worship is emailed to everyone in our 
congregational database.  The invitation includes a 
phone number for dialing into the service as well as a 
link for those wishing to connect via computer.  You 
can also find information on our website at the follow-
ing link:  https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online
-worship-information.  At some point in June, we’ll 
shift to a different and better online platform called 
ZOOM.  Information regarding that shift will be sent to 
you via email.  As always, you are encouraged to 
share the online invitation with your FRANs – Friends, 
Relative, Associates, and Neighbors.  What a won-
derful way to spread hope in a time when so many 
need the joy and help that Jesus gives!   

MOUNTAIN VIEW 
MARTHAS 

 
MOUNTAIN VIEW MARTHAS will 
not meet during the month of June 
due to church closure. 

DONATIONS IN ONE LOCATION 
 

Nestled all together now in the Narthex by the north 
entrance are the Mission Team containers for dona-
tions of: plastic bags (Walmart style), used eyeglass-
es, dead batteries, old cell phones, General Mills box 
tops, and egg cartons. 

https://upperroom.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=dbceefcb66&e=d5782f8f4d
https://upperroom.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=d354927cce&e=d5782f8f4d
https://upperroom.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b5f1dafae8900da3ef72c04d&id=d354927cce&e=d5782f8f4d
mailto:mtviewumcpastor@gmail.com
https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-worship-information
https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-worship-information
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ADULT LEARNING AND SHARING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN ROUNDTABLE 
is currently meeting online on Sundays at 9:00 am, 
until the church reopens, to study the book The 
Great Spiritual Migration: How the World’s Largest 
Religion Is Seeking A Better Way To Be Christian 
by Brian McLaren. Participants will need to order 
their own copies of these books from Amazon or 
some other supplier. You are welcome to attend 
and participate in the discussion even if you are 
unable to acquire these books.  For the latest 
meeting information, please contact Fred at 719-
661-3980 for further information 
 
LIVING BIBLE CLASS is currently meeting online 
and will resume in-person meetings when the 
church reopens.  Please contact Tim Rucker at 
719-689-5510 for information. 
 
 
VOICES IN PRAYER: Is currently on hold until 

services resume at the church.  When that hap-
pens, Voices in Prayer will meet Sunday morning 
immediately following worship at the front of the 
sanctuary to pray for concerns that have been 
shared during worship. 
 
WOMENS ENRICHMENT MINISTRY-WEM 
  
Is currently on hold until services resume at the 
church.  Contact Vickie Huffor 719-330-8801 or 
Sharon Pletcher at 719-339-7444 for the latest 
information. 
 
SOLOS - Singles group is currently on hold but 
typically meets the first and third Friday of each 
month. Contact Jim Grover at 719-687-1239 or 
719-210-1044 for further information. 

 
WOMEN’S SECOND 

CUP OF COFFEE 
 
CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 
Calling All Women to Second Cup of Coffee at 9:00 
am the second and fourth Tuesdays. Lydia Eells is 
hostess, and the group will meet in her home at 
785 Westwood Trace, Woodland Park. We have a 
core group of relationship building ladies and invite 
others to join us.  

IS YOUR PICTURE IN OUR 
ONLINE DIRECTORY? 

 
Did you know, we have an online pictorial directory? Is 
your picture in it? Please send an electronic photo to the 
church office and we’ll ensure your picture appears in it. 
The directory is located at https://
www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login. Call the 
church office should you need assistance.   

FELLOWSHIP BREAKFASTS - CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 
Do you like breakfast? Would you like to fellowship with your friends from church? There are three 
groups that meet for breakfast on a regular basis. 
 
The Men's Emmaus Alumni Group meets at the Hungry Bear restaurant every Wednesday at 7:00 am. 
 
The Women's Emmaus Alumni Group meets the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at the 
church. Graduates of the Emmaus Retreat Program, or those interested in learning more, are welcome 

2020 June 
BIRTHDAYS 
Clark Becker  
June 1 
Ottie Baum-
gardner  
June 4 
D Brown 
June 4 
Vickie Huffor  
June 4 
Marcia 
 Mitchell 
June 4 
Gary Myers 
June 5 
Zady Morgan 
June 9 
Karin Taylor  
June 10 
Mary Anne 
Sheldon 
June 11 
Lou Ramon 
June 16 
Carol Theimer 
June 17 
Carol Sharp 
June 19 
Robert 

Kendrick 
June 23 
Bev Elwell 
June 24 
Elaine Gould  
June 24 
Rusty Merrill 
June 24 
Lyle Wilgers 
June 28 
Robert Lied 
June 29 
Kathy Stimits 
June 30 
 
2020 June 
ANNIVER-
SARIES 
Marcene 
Etchieson & 
Rob Mull 
June 1 
Jerry & Pat 
Burnham 
June 3 
John & Mary 
Schafer 
June 4 
Charlie & Nita 
Schroeder 
June 4 

Ken & Ingrid 
Weihe 
June 4 
Mrs. Darlene 
Aspedon 
June 6 
Pat & Lovelyn 
Hughes 
June 6 
Dennis & 
Marcia  
Mitchell 
June 10 
Bill & Kay 
Elliott 
June 12 
Jeff & Handi 
Jo Dolloff-
Holt 
June 14 
Karen Vickery 
June 14 
Doug & Linda 
Moon  
June 22 
Rick & Dianne 
Shaffer 
June 25 
Gene & Barb 
Smith 
June 26 
 

https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login
https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/member-login


 

Mission Opportunities! 

2020 COMMUNION OFFERINGS 
Jan - Teller Senior Coalition - $814 
Feb - Habitat for Humanity-$1,720 
Mar - TCRAS-$1,028 
Apr - UMCOR-$1,100 
May - CarePortal 
Jun - Woodland Park Senior Center  
Jul  - Status: Code 4 

Aug - Accessibility Fund 
Sep - Focus on the Forest 
Oct - UMCOR—Bahama Hurricanes 
Nov - Mt. Carmel Veteran Center 
Dec - Alternative Gift Market ~  

Woodland Park/Teller County 
Community Cupboard 

and 
Divide Food Pantry 

 
Community Cupboard hours: 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 9:30—11:30 am  
The Little Chapel Food Pantry in Divide distribution 
dates are Mondays, May 11 & 25. 
 
Little Chapel Food Pantry continues to need clean 
plastic bags and egg cartons. There are containers in 
the narthex for these items. 

 

 

Red Bird Mission partici-
pates in the following for support of their School: You 
collect the box tops from General Mill’s products and 
bring them to church and put in the in the plastic con-
tainer located in the narthex, we will then send them to 
Red Bird Mission and they will redeem the box tops for 
items or cash for their School. Thank you for helping 
support Red Bird Mission. 

Out of the Pews, Over the Walls, Into the World 

JUNE  COMMUNION - MISSION OFFERING 
WP SENIOR ORGANIZATION 

As you know, on the first Sunday of the month, 
when we typically take communion, we also receive 
a special offering for some mission organization.  
This month, the Mission Team has selected the 
Woodland Park Senior Organization to receive our 
offering online.  The Woodland Park Senior Organi-
zation exists to promote the general welfare of sen-
iors living in Woodland Park and Teller County by 
providing social interaction, recreational opportuni-
ties, mental stimulation, healthful activities, and ed-
ucational programs on topics of interest to mem-
bers.  The Senior Center is located at 321 North 
Pine Street in Woodland Park.  Check them out at: 
http://www.woodlandparkseniors.com.  Please send 
your communion offering to the church office for 
tabulation and transfer to the Senior Center.  The 
church address is 1101 Rampart Range Rd., Wood-
land Park, CO 80863.  Please indicate “Senior Cen-
ter” in the memo line.  Thank you for your support! 

INVITATIONAL MINISTRY MOMENT 
NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO INVITE OTHERS TO WOR-

SHIP! 

Your Invitational Ministry Team would like to remind you 
to keep up the good work of inviting others to share in 
our Sunday online worship service.  You are already 
doing a great job at this as our guest attendance num-
bers clearly indicate. Every week we have numerous 
guests joining us online to worship Jesus.  Just think 
about it…this time of social distancing really is one of the 
best opportunities we have to invite new folks to partake 
in worship with us.  It’s just so easy to send an email 
inviting them to worship, and it’s so comfy for them to 
join our worship by simply dialing in or logging on from 
home.   Just picture it – no fancy clothes, no sometimes 
awkward meeting of new people, and no time spent trav-
eling to get to the church facility.  And then maybe they 
won’t want to miss out on face-to-face worship when we 
finally return to the building to sing praises to our Lord 
and Savior!  There is always room for more!  And at a 
time when we need it most, all who come can be truly 
blessed with God’s peace, thru Jesus Christ, in our wor-
ship time together!  Look for the weekly online worship 
invitation in your email inbox and forward it to your 
friends, or direct them to our church website to learn 
more at:  https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-
worship-information. 

Page 8 

http://rbmission.org/
https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-worship-information
https://www.mountainviewumcwp.com/online-worship-information


 

Page 9 


