
Much Ado About Something! 

Much Ado About God Among Us! 

John 1:1-2, 14-18 

We had a saying down in the coal bottoms of Southern Indiana where I spent most of my 

boyhood years.  Whenever we saw someone getting all excited about something that 

didn’t much matter then we’d say, “They’re making much ado about nothing!”  We thought 

that was a very clever Southern “Indianism” unique to our neck of the woods.  Little did 

we realize that it was actually the title of a Shakespeare play!  I suppose we didn’t read 

much Shakespeare down there in sticks of rural Southern Indiana!  Field and Stream, 

maybe; Outdoor Life, certainly; but not a lot of highfaluting Shakespeare plays! 

Well today ends the short season of Christmas, and tomorrow begins the season of 

Epiphany.  And if ever there was a season to make much ado about something then that 

season is the season of Christmas!  As you know, Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus 

with very much ado!  But what was it about his birth that made it so momentous?  What 

was it about his nativity that made it worth such seasonal celebration?  And what was it 

about him that made his coming worth all the fuss and the ado?   

Well the season of Epiphany attempts to answer those questions.  You see, the word 

epiphany means “appearance” or “manifestation” and refers to the appearance of One so 

wonderful that he deserves our worship and adoration.  Of course, that Wonderful One 

was Jesus Christ.  And the scripture readings assigned to the season of Epiphany all 

attempt to tell us just who it was that appeared among us, with such great ado, on that 

first Christmas night.   

Today’s reading from John’s gospel tells us that this Jesus was actually God among us!  

“In the beginning was the Word,” John writes, “and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.” (Jn. 1:1-2,) The “Word” was a concept familiar both to the Jewish and Gentile 

audiences of John’s day.  The Jews used “the Word” as another name for God.  And the 

Gentiles used “the Word” to describe the Mind or the Reasoning Principle that governed 

all created things.  So, John was using “the Word” as a concept that both the Jews and 

the Gentiles of his day would understand as a clear reference to the Divine.  But then he 

made a statement that left both the Jews and the Gentiles in his audience, absolutely and 

utterly speechless. He said, “The Word became flesh and lived among us…” (Jn 1:14) 

The Jews would have found that thought blasphemous. The Gentiles would have found 

it scandalous.  Many in our own day find it ridiculous.  But we Christians find it marvelous!  

You see, to the Jews and the Gentiles of John’s day, God was a Pure Spirit who could 

not possibly be corrupted or debased with sinful human flesh.  But to we Christians, God 

became flesh, and blood, and bone in the body of Jesus Christ!  Why would he do such 

a thing?  John gives an answer in the 18th verse of our reading.  According to John, the 

Divine Word became flesh to show us the heart of God!  In the words of the 18th verse, 

John says, “No one has ever seen God.  It is God the only Son, who is close to the 

Father’s heart, who has made him known.” 



Those words remind me of something that happens nearly every night at my house.  In 

the evening, after the house has grown quiet and my wife and I are relaxing before the 

fire or before the TV, I will take off my glasses, kneel before her, rest my head on her 

chest, and listen to the gentle rhythm of her heart.  Later in the evening, as we’re watching 

TV, she will often curl up under my arm and rest her head on my chest, snuggling in close 

beside me.  It is a picture of utter intimacy and the near-complete knowledge of one 

another.  There’s no one in the world who knows my wife better than I do, and no one 

who knows me better than she does, because we rest on one another’s hearts!  And so, 

we, more than any others, are best positioned to describe one another to others who 

might want to know us well.   

So why did “the Word” become flesh and dwell among us? He became flesh and dwelt 

among us to show us the Father’s heart…to describe the nature of the Divine…to explain 

what our God is like…to disclose the character of our invisible God!  And he, better than 

anyone else, can do this, because he is “close to the Father’s heart.”  So you see, when 

we look at Jesus, we see what God is like!  We learn what God is like from One who is 

God “enfleshed” – from One who is closer to the Father’s heart than anyone else has ever 

been – than anyone else will ever be! 

And what do we see when we look at this Jesus?  We see a God who is full of grace and 

truth!  John says, “…the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth…From his fullness we have 

all received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ.”  (Jn. 1:14, 16-17) 

When we look at Jesus, we see the truth – we see the truth about human life as it’s 

supposed to be lived!  We see the truth about human life as it is supposed to be live 

because Jesus was God in human flesh; in other words, he was the fully human one.  

And because he was the fully human one, he shows us how best to live the fully human 

life!  Yes, when we look at Jesus, we see the truth – the truth about human life as it’s 

supposed to be lived!  And that’s why we study his example, and listen to his teaching, 

and follow in his way, so we may live as we’re supposed to live and reach our fullest 

human potential!   

But we also see the truth about God when we look at Jesus.  And the truth about God is 

this: He’s a God of grace!  “…the Word became flesh and lived among us…full of grace 

and truth…(And) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”  You see, 

when we look at Jesus, we see a God who came among us to treat us with grace, to treat 

us with kindness, to treat us with mercy, to give us forgiveness, and above all else, to 

treat us with love!  If our God isn’t a God full of grace then we’ve missed the truth about 

God and we’re probably worshipping a false God and not the God revealed to us in and 

through Jesus Christ!  And oh, by the way, if we’re not treating one another with grace 

then we’re probably not living by the truth that Jesus came to teach us, either!   

Well my friends, we had a saying down in the coal bottoms of Southern Indiana where I 

spent many of my boyhood years.  Whenever we saw someone getting all excited about 



something that didn’t much matter, we’d say, “They’re making much ado about nothing!” 

But we Christians aren’t making much ado about nothing.  We’re making much ado about 

something – something truly great!  We’re getting all excited about the birth of God among 

us…full of grace and truth.  And if we’re not getting excited about that…well then shame 

on us!  My friends, in this New Year, it is my prayer that all of us will make much ado 

about Jesus Christ – the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 

truth – and that all of our lives will become like his – full of grace and governed by his 

truth – for our own blessing and the blessing of our world!  Amen!    

 

 


