
Come To God And Repent Of Sin! 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Why are we so uncomfortable with any talk of sin and judgment?  Is it because all talk of 

sin and judgment somehow sounds so mean and hateful? It’s understandable that we 

might feel that way given the fact that social media makes online bullying so easy.  After 

all, people are always calling out the faults of others and posting the meanest of things 

on various social media platforms.  But does talk of sin and judgment always need to be 

mean and nasty?  Mightn’t it be an expression of truth, kindness, mercy, and love? 

My parents moved to a new home between my freshman and sophomore years of high 

school and I suddenly found myself attending a rival high school without a friend to my 

name.  Desperate for companionship, I fell in with the wrong crowd and before I knew it, 

I began to emulate their bad behavior. Very soon, I was drinking as much as they and 

doing drugs right alongside them.    

One day, while working at the local grocery store, I and a buddy slipped into the milk 

cooler to snort some cheap inhalant we’d bought from one of our shady drug dealers.  

Suddenly, the cooler door swung open and there stood Mr. Perkins, the manager and co-

owner of the store.  He’d caught us red handed doing drugs on company time.  Well he 

could have fired us on the spot or he could have called the police right then and there and 

had us both arrested.  But instead, he did something else.  He called our parents and 

invited them to a sit down with him and with us to discuss what had happened.  He didn’t 

pull any punches.  He told our parents exactly what he had found.  He told us, in no 

uncertain terms, that he wouldn’t tolerate such behavior and if he ever caught us doing 

drugs again, we’d lose our jobs and might even get arrested!   

Well, it sounded like judgment at the time, but his words were really an expression of 

mercy and of caring.  You see, he didn’t want us to ruin our lives.  He didn’t want us to 

wind up in jail.  He wanted better things for us and he knew he had to speak some stern 

words to get our attention.  In their own way, his scolding comments were an expression 

of his caring for us.  I didn’t see it then but I can surely see it now.       

Why are we so uncomfortable with any talk of sin and judgment?  Is it because all talk of 

sin and judgment somehow sounds so mean and hateful? It’s understandable that we 

might feel that way given the fact that social media makes online bullying so easy.  After 

all, people are always calling out the faults of others and posting the meanest of things 

on various social media platforms.  But does talk of sin and judgment always need to be 

mean and nasty?  Mightn’t it be an expression of truth, kindness, mercy, and love? 

Many of you have had this experience.  You went to your doctor and your doctor did what 

doctors do.  Her assistant weighed you, felt your pulse, took your temperature, and 

measured your blood pressure.  Then the doctor met with you, reviewed your medicines, 

had you fill out a questionnaire, listened to your heart, talked with you for a little while, 

poked and prodded your belly, tested your reflexes, had the phlebotomist draw enough 

blood to fill the local blood bank, took some x-rays, did a few other things, and then set 

up a stress test over at the hospital.   



A few days later you got a call from the doctor’s office asking you to return for a meeting 

with your physician.  You checked your schedule, set a date, and drove on over at the 

appointed hour.  You sat in the waiting room for a while wondering what the doctor might 

have found.  Then, after a few more minutes of waiting, the nurse called you back to see 

your physician.   

You and your doctor exchanged a few pleasantries and then your doctor got right down 

to business. Your doctor looked you in the eye, called you by your name and said, “Your 

blood pressure is too high.  Your cholesterol is to high, too.  You’re carrying far too much 

weight. You’re not getting nearly enough exercise.  You have a bit of blockage around 

your heart.  You’re going to need a heart catheterization, but more than that, you’re going 

to need to change your ways! You’ve got to lose some weight.  You’ve got to change the 

way you eat.  You’ve got to cut down on the salts, the sugars, and the fats.  And you’ve 

got to exercise at least 3 times a week, maybe even more.” 

“And what if I don’t do those things,” you asked your doctor.  “Well,” said your doctor, 

“your condition will only grow worse.  At some point you’ll probably have a heart attack or 

stroke and you’ll likely die earlier than you really need to.”   

Now those words sounded like judgment at the time, didn’t they? They called out your 

unhealthy eating habits and your lack of exercise and they threatened you with dire 

consequences if you didn’t change your ways.  But were they mean and hateful?  Far 

from it.  Oh, they were painful to hear, but they were realistic and true.  But more than 

that, they were kind and merciful.  And there may have been a bit of love in them, too, 

especially if you’d been seeing the same doctor for many years and she knew you well.   

You see, she said those things, not to hurt you but to help you.  She spoke harsh truths 

because she cared about you and wanted the best for you.  And you’re probably grateful 

that she said those things.  Afterwards, you had the heart catheterization.  You changed 

your diet.  You enrolled in Silver Sneakers over at the gym.  And now you feel better and 

you’re healthier than you’ve been for many years – all because she judged your lifestyle, 

called you to change your ways, and administered a healing cure.    

Why are we so uncomfortable with any talk of sin and judgment?  Is it because all talk of 

sin and judgment somehow sounds mean and hateful? It’s understandable that we might 

feel that way given the fact that social media makes online bullying so easy.  After all, 

people are always calling out the faults of others and posting the meanest of things on 

various social media platforms.  But does talk of sin and judgment always need to be 

mean and nasty?  Mightn’t it be an expression of truth, kindness, mercy, and love? 

John the Baptist was a rough old curmudgeon, dressed as he was in camel’s hair clothing 

with a leather belt around his waist, honey dripping from his beard, and the smell of 

locusts on his breath.  And his message was a harsh one, too: “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near…Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight…You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance…Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” (Mt. 3:2-3, 7-10)  



Oh, my goodness!  It’s Mr. Perkins all over again – fussing me up one side and down the 

other!  Or maybe it’s your doctor judging your lifestyle!  Granted, John’s bedside manner 

was not nearly as good as your physician’s, but perhaps the message was still the same.  

John saw a sickness in his people – a sickness he called “sin” – and if they didn’t deal 

with it, there would be serious consequences down the line.   

You see, according to John, the lives of his people were not well aligned with the will of 

God; and the Lord, their heavenly King, was coming at any moment to bring his kingdom 

– the kingdom of heaven – near unto them – even into their midst. And who wouldn’t want 

to experience a little bit of heaven on earth, after all?  I know I would!   

But in order to experience a little heaven on earth, they had to align their lives with the 

values of their heavenly King.  In other words, they had to set things right in preparation 

for his coming.  That meant they had to repent. They had to change their minds about 

their behavior; they had to confess their faults and sins; and they had to change their 

ways and bear the fruit of good deeds expressive of a genuine repentance.  If they failed 

to do those things – if they continued to live lives out of alignment with God – then they 

would face spiritual consequences every bit as severe as being fired or arrested – every 

bit as severe as a physical heart attack or a debilitating stroke.  Why, they’d miss out on 

the coming kingdom – the kingdom of heaven – with all of its earthly and eternal benefits.  

And that would be the greatest loss of all, wouldn’t it?   

So perhaps John’s thunderous message wasn’t as thunderous as we sometimes imagine 

it to be.  Perhaps it was plaintive.  Maybe instead of scowling with an angry scowl and 

yelling at the top of his lungs, maybe, just maybe, he was wooing, begging, arguing, and 

urging his audience, with a tear in his eye, not to miss out on the blessings of this coming 

King and his coming kingdom!  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near and 

you don’t want to miss it,” he cried; and he’s still crying the same to us, even in our own 

age and time. 

Why are we so uncomfortable with any talk of sin and judgment?  Is it because all talk of 

sin and judgment somehow sounds mean and hateful? It’s understandable that we might 

feel that way given the fact that social media makes online bullying so easy.  After all, 

people are always calling out the faults of others and posting the meanest of things on 

various social media platforms.  But does talk of sin and judgment always need to be 

mean and nasty?  Mightn’t it be an expression of truth, kindness, mercy, and love?  Well, 

mightn’t it? 

This is the second Sunday of Advent.  And every year – every year!! – on the second 

Sunday of Advent, the Church assigns some reading about John the Baptist.  Maybe 

that’s the Church’s way of joining John the Baptist, with a tear in its eye, in saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near and you don’t want to miss it!”  Well 

you don’t, do you? 

My friend, how is your life out of alignment with the will and way of the Christ whose 

coming we celebrate in this season?  How do you need to prepare your own soul to 



welcome afresh the coming of our King?  In other words, what are your sins that need to 

be confessed, repented of, and replaced with good deeds  

One last word before we go.  This work of repentance and change can be very, very hard.  

And perhaps the hardness of it is why we so frequently shy away from it.  We just don’t 

want to hear about sin and judgment, repentance and change, because repentance and 

change require too much of us. So, we slide along in our old familiar sins and in our old 

and comfortable ways.  But John, who calls us out on our sin, who calls us up to 

repentance, also calls us onward and upward with a word of hope!   

You see, the work of change is not ours alone to do.  Christ gives us his Spirit to help us 

along.  So, John the old curmudgeon, said to his crowd, and says to us too: “I baptize you 

with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me…He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 

clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” (Mt. 3:11-12) You see, Jesus will give us his fiery Spirit to 

burn away, little by little and all over time, all the worthless things we confess and all the 

sins we repent of so we may truly be ready to welcome him and his kingdom, both now, 

and forevermore! 

Why are we so uncomfortable with any talk of sin and judgment?  Is it because all talk of 

sin and judgment somehow sounds mean and hateful? But does talk of sin and judgment 

always need to be mean and nasty?  Mightn’t it be an expression of truth, kindness, 

mercy, and love?  Well, mightn’t it?  Thank God for old Mr. Perkins who grabbed me by 

the scruff of the neck and gave me a good shake.  And thank God for your doctor who 

spoke a hard word that may have saved your life.  And thank God for John the Baptist 

who said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near!”  Amen!   

          


