
The Wait Is Over – He Is Here! 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

In the summer of 490 B.C., the armies of King Darius of Persia landed on the coast of 

Greece near the Grecian town of Marathon.  It seems the Greeks had interfered in Persian 

affairs by supporting a rebellion in Ionia on the western coast of modern-day Turkey – a 

region under Persian domination – and the Persian king took offense at the Greek’s 

impertinence. Upon defeating the Ionian rebellion, Darius sent some 600 ships carrying 

as many as 2-300,000 troops of various sorts to mainland Greece in order to teach the 

Greeks a lesson. 

Upon seeing this invasion of their homeland, the citizens of Athens mobilized some 9,000 

soldiers who marched with a thousand others from Plataea to the plains of Marathon to 

confront this massive Persian horde.  Led by the Athenian General Miltiades, the Greeks 

attacked the Persians on both flanks and routed their forces to win a stunning victory over 

the much larger Persian army.   

Afterwards, according to a legend dating back to the writings of Lucian in the 2nd century 

A.D., a courier named of Philippides ran the 25 miles from Marathon to Athens to deliver 

the news of victory!  In the words of Lucian, Philippides “…brought the news of victory 

from Marathon and addressed the magistrates in session when they were anxious how 

the battle had ended; ‘Joy to you, we've won’ he said, and there and then he died.”1    

Fifty or more years before the battle of Marathon, King Cyrus of Persia defeated the 

armies of Babylon, released the Jewish people from their Babylonian captivity, and 

returned them to their homes in Jerusalem.  Chapters 40-55 of Isaiah’s prophecy describe 

the fall of Babylon and the Jewish restoration to Jerusalem.   And chapter 52 contains a 

passage similar in tone and topic to Lucian’s account of Philippides run.   

You see, some of God’s people were left in Jerusalem when Jerusalem was captured by 

the Babylonians in 587 B.C.  In Isaiah 52, they are pictured awaiting word of some distant 

battle and the fate of their citizens held captive in Babylon.  And then their sentinels, their 

watchmen on the crumbling walls of Jerusalem, see someone coming in the distance.  It’s 

a messenger, like Philippides, coming with good news!  Who is it?  It is none other than 

God himself, declaring his own victory and the salvation of his people!      

And so Isaiah 52:7-10 says, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 

messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together 

they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth 

together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he 

has redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
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nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.”  In this passage, 

the prophet sees God returning to Jerusalem to proclaim the salvation of his people and 

the redemption of his own – a salvation wrought when Cyrus the Persian defeated 

Babylon and set God’s people free! 

And so, the Church has assigned this passage for reading on Christmas day.  Read 

through the lens of our Christian faith, this passage reminds us that God has come in 

Jesus Christ to announce his victory.  And so we say with the apostle Paul, on this first 

Sunday of the Christmas season, “…thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:57) 

Yes, this passage reminds us that God has come in Jesus Christ to save us from enemies 

far worse than the Babylonians or the Persians or any other mortal foes, for that matter.  

He has come in Jesus Christ to save us from the wiles of the devil. (Ep. 6:11) For in the 

words of the apostle Paul, “…our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Ep. 6:12) It is from 

these evil forces that God has come in Christ to save us!   

In addition, this passage from Isaiah reminds us that God has come in Christ to deliver 

us, not from some Babylonian captivity, but from our own captivity to sin and death.  For 

“…all have sinned,” and “…the wage of sin is death,” and “…everyone who commits sin 

is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the (Father’s) household; 

the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed,” 

for “…the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Rm. 3:23, Rm. 6:23, 

Jn. 8:34-36) Yes, God has come in Christ to free us from our captivity to sin and death 

and to give us the gift of eternal life. 

Finally, when read through the lens of our Christian faith, this passage reminds us that 

God doesn’t just lead us from Babylon to Jerusalem, but he leads us from the Babylon of 

this present evil age to the New Jerusalem of a complete salvation where he restores all 

things to their divine intent under his benevolent reign.   

Interestingly enough, the New Testament ends with a lengthy section in the book of 

Revelation about the fall of Babylon – not the Babylon of Isaiah’s day – but the Babylon 

of every age – that system of individual and collective rule in every era that runs contrary 

to the rule and reign of God.  That system, that system of individual and collective rule 

that runs contrary to the rule and reign of God, that system will fall because it has within 

itself the seed of its own destruction.  You see, God has founded the universe on certain 

values.  Violate those values and you undermine the foundation, causing the entire edifice 

to crumble with decay.   

So in Revelation 18:1, the author of Revelation says, “I saw another angel coming down 

from heaven, having great authority; and the earth was made bright with his splendor. He 



called out with a mighty voice, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!’”  What follows that 

declaration is a description of Babylon’s fall, followed by a great battle between good and 

evil, followed finally by the establishment of a new heaven, a new earth, and a New 

Jerusalem where all is restored as God governs supreme! (See Rev. 18-22).  It is, I think, 

the author’s way of telling us that the good work begun at Bethlehem will someday find 

its final consummation when God’s kingdom comes and God’s will is done, on earth as it 

is in heaven! 

So, this is what the church celebrates at Christmas.  And this is what you and I celebrate 

this Christmas.  Just as God came to save his people in ancient Babylon, he comes to 

save us, too; he comes to save us from the wiles of the devil, to save us from our captivity 

to sin and death, and to save us and all creation from all those evil forces that run contrary 

to God’s divine intent.  He comes to lead us at last into a new heaven, a new earth, and 

a New Jerusalem where righteousness reigns supreme!   

No wonder the church chose the words of Isaiah’s prophecy to mark our Christmas 

celebration.  Yes, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says…‘Your 

God reigns’…(Indeed) The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” (Is. 52:7, 10) Yes, the 

Lord has bared his holy arms in the chubby, cherub arms of Bethlehem’s baby.  And in 

those arms, God has revealed his salvation to all the nations – and especially to you and 

me.  So, I say to you what the runner Philippides said after the battle of Marathon: “Joy 

to you!  We’ve won!”  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Amen!  

       

  

 

     


