
Waiting for the Light-Bringer! 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

It was one of the darkest Christmases in the history of our nation.  On December 7th, 

1941, “a date which will live in infamy,” the Japanese Empire attacked our naval forces at 

anchor in Pearl Harbor killing just over 2,400 servicemen and civilians, injuring more than 

1,200 others, and plunging our nation into the deadliest war in the whole of human history.   

Shortly after the attack, Winston Churchill, the indomitable Prime Minister of Great Britain, 

arrived in Washington D.C. with his military entourage to meet with Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt and our own military leaders to coordinate a common strategy to defeat our 

Axis foes.  And so it was, despite the darkness of the days, that FDR and Winston 

Churchill went together on Christmas Eve to the South Portico of the White House to light 

the national community Christmas tree – a bright beacon of hope in the midst of 

enshrouding darkness.  After a brief speech of his own, President Roosevelt introduced 

his “old and good friend” Winston Churchill to deliver a few words of encouragement to 

the citizens of our anxious nation.      

Standing between the tall stone columns of the White House Portico, Churchill began, his 

voice high and reedy, his lisp a bit heavy and pronounced: “I spend this anniversary and 

festival,” he said, “far from my country, far from my family, yet I cannot truthfully say that 

I feel far from home…This is a strange Christmas Eve,” he went on to add.  “Almost the 

whole world is locked in deadly struggle, and, with the most terrible weapons which 

science can devise, the nations advance upon each other…Here, in the midst of war, 

raging and roaring over all the lands and seas, creeping nearer to our hearts and homes, 

here, amid all the tumult, we have tonight the peace of the spirit in each cottage home 

and in every generous heart.  Therefore we may cast aside for this night at least the cares 

and dangers which beset us, and make for the children an evening of happiness in a 

world of storm.  Here, then, for one night only, each home throughout the English-

speaking world should be a brightly-lighted island of happiness and peace.”1 Ah, on this 

Christmas Eve, in a world of darkness and of storm, let each of our homes be brightly-

lighted islands of happiness and peace!  Why?  Because light has come into our dark 

world through the person of Jesus Christ!  

Yes my friends, Christmas has always been a brightly-lighted island of happiness and 

peace in a world of ever-encroaching darkness because God came to us that first 

Christmas day, and comes to us still in this Christmas season, in the person of Jesus 

Christ; he comes in Christ to lighten our darkness and lighten our load with the bright light 

of his comforting presence.   

We see this theme of God’s lightening presence in the various prophecies, readings, and 

songs included in tonight’s service of lessons and carols – prophecies, readings, and 

songs that speak of Jesus’ birth.  Take just one example from the prophet Isaiah.  Isaiah 

                                            
1 Christmas Message 1941 by Winston Churchill.  Posted on the International Churchill Society website 
at: https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1941-1945-war-leader/christmas-message-1941/ 
 



said, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and his is named Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:2, 6)   

Although Isaiah may have first intended those words for his own people in a time of 

deepest darkness when massive empires were threatening to invade his own little land 

of Judah, Christians have seen in those words a prophecy of our own Messiah’s birth.  

So, when we read them, we see that God came to us in the birth of Christ, and comes to 

us still, to dispel our own darkness by shining the light of his wonderful presence upon 

our hearts and hearths and homes.  And we are not alone in reading that scripture this 

way.  This is, in fact, the way the first Christians read the story as we see recorded in 

Matthew’s gospel – Matthew 4:12-16.  So Matthew said of the grownup Jesus, “He left 

Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 

Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of 

the Gentiles – the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who 

sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.’” 

Yes, Christmas is a brightly-lighted island of happiness and peace in a world of ever 

encroaching darkness because God came to us on that first Christmas, and comes to us 

still, in the person of Jesus Christ, to lighten our darkness with his comforting presence.  

No, my friends, no matter how dark the world may be, we are not alone!  God is with us 

in the person of Jesus Christ to lighten our darkness and lighten our load! 

As many of you know, my older brother passed away unexpectedly a week before 

Thanksgiving and we flew home on Thanksgiving Day to attend his funeral.  After his 

funeral, my wife and I drove the few miles from the cemetery to visit the little clapboard 

chapel where I first met Jesus nearly 40 years ago.  Having come from the cruel darkness 

of my brother’s lonely graveside, I was surprised to feel a sense of warmth and happiness 

as I stood outside that little church, remembering how I first met my blessed Savior at the 

altar in that place.  I suppose my happiness was rooted in the knowledge that I wasn’t 

then, nor have I ever been, nor will I ever be, alone, no matter how dark the world may 

seem or my circumstances may be, because I know Christ is with me. “The people who 

walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – 

on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.”   

Yes, a child has been born for us – that’s the message of Christmas.  A son has been 

given to us, a child of light, and I have met him!  And because he’s with me, I’m never lost 

in the shadows, nor am I ever alone in the dark!  And you need not be either.  He comes 

to you in this holy season to lighten your darkness and lighten your load.  And he will, if 

only you will receive him – if only you will make a little room for him in the inn of your own 

heart.    

Just a few days ago, I was thinking again of that little white-framed church in Southern 

Indiana – that church where I first met Jesus and welcomed him into my own heart – and 



I remembered a song we used to sing there from time to time; and it struck me as a song 

quite appropriate for this sacred season.  Maybe you know it, or maybe you’ve heard it: 

I believe for every drop of rain that falls 

A flower grows 

I believe that somewhere in the darkest night 

A candle glows 

I believe for everyone that goes astray 

Someone will come to show the way 

I believe 

(Yes) I believe 

I believe above the storm the smallest prayer 

Will still be heard 

I believe that someone in the great somewhere 

Hears every word 

Every time I hear a newborn baby cry 

Or touch a leaf 

Or see the sky 

Then I know why I believe2 

Well, my friend, that may not be much of a Christmas carol, but for me at least, especially 

this Christmas, it tells the Christmas story about as well as any carol I know.  For I believe 

that somewhere in the darkest night, a candle glows…it’s the light of God in Jesus Christ, 

come to lighten our darkness and lighten our load.  And because I believe this, I also 

believe the smallest prayer is always heard…that someone in the great somewhere, 

hears every word.  Do you?  Do you believe these things?  Your life will be a lot lighter 

and brighter if you do.  To borrow the words of Winston Churchill, your heart and hearth 

and home will be a more brightly-lighted island of happiness and peace if you welcome 

into your own life the Light of the World, even Jesus Christ our Lord.  For Jesus is the 

Light-Bearer, the great Light-Bringer!  In the words of the prophet Isaiah, “…the people 

who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness – on them a light has shined. For unto us a child is born – the baby Jesus 

Christ!”  Amen.         

 

                                            
2 I Believe written by Ervin Drake, Jimmy Shirl, Al Stillman and Irvin Graham, 1953. 


